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we are content with the Russian workers and particularly the women — when 
they are treated reasonably. Many of them who, for comprehensible reasons, 
fondness for change, are now, for some petty offense or other, 
ed by the police organizetions to the SS plants and never return to 
their old places of work, This withdrawal is actuated by the ever increasi 
int of the large SS economic concerns, which development is being 
consistently pursued, especially by Obergruppenfuchrer POHL. To 
numerous plants for civilien production, are added well-knowm, as well as 
ement wid general eauipment 
technical 
manufacturing concerns at Dachau, the SS Reichfuechrer 
associate himself on a large scale in the economic 
industries end set up plants in ever increasing number 
SS. In this res 
ie notion 


not unimpor 


2d from the rel 
duction at the disposal c at: » accelerated this developme: 
wunple, I only mention here the conversion 
anicnburg, the processing works in the Oranicnburg can he assogiation 
of the SS in the "Elektrotechnik" at Getewend, the pistol foctory at Karls- 


ruho, the armament manuf:cture in Buchenwald, Mauthausen end Neuengamme 


the hitherto unsuccessful attempt at production of chemical products (N- 


products etc.), the motor vehicle works installation in the Protectorate etc, 

Thanks to your agreement of last autumn and winter with the Reichsfuehrer, 

by which the quota of equipacnt and armament production be directly allot- 

tod to the SS be proportionate with the number of work-hours performed by the 

Labor Units provided by the SS camps of the Waffen-SS and police, the develop- 

ment mentioned above has fortunately been hampered and almost dismontinued. Fru 
had, for that, to be responsible for the institution in 


KZ=-subdiviions, 2 source of 


much friction, but the material and hunan 


among 
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The present SS tendency not only annuls the initial success but, more than 
that, much foreign labor is being withdrawn from us because the number of 


concentration camp inmates is to be increased, so that, in cases of small as 


well as more serious offenses of forcign workers, 'these vill be transferred 


from the foreign labor cam ps into concentration camps. In addition, there is 
the SS demand to draft a great many Jewish, especially female Jewish workers 
who, I dere say, liked to work and worked with particuler diligence in the 
small parts industry and here in the electro technical industry, Thanks to 
the food that our works | y always again manage to provide » aifficulties 
notwithstanding, and thanks to the generally descent and humane treatment given 
also foreign labor and workers from concentration canps » the Jewesses 
concentration camp inmates are doing good work, and tt rey do their best so as not 
to be sent back to the concentration campe In view of these facts, we really 
Should be given increased numbers of concentration camp inmates for the arma- 
ments industry, but you not succeed in having the Reichfuehr er confirm 
the previous arrangene once again and specifi cally, this valuable class of 
workers will be nearly all lost bir us to the SS establishments where control 
is not possible, In particular the denutics 6f 0l rgruppenfuehrer POHL and of 
Obergruppenfuchrer KIMLER should be instructe iesilst from their present 
attitude, and to discontinue the methods they apply As an illustration, I 
refer to the promise from the Reichfuchrer SS that, in view of the cxecedingly 
ringent situation in the production of electric tubes, I am permitted to 
employ 200 to 300 Jewesses in the plant located in the eves at Dresden where 
provision is made for adquate ventilation, heating, day light and a big 
communal, kitchen, Nevertheless, these people were again withdrown from me on 
orders from POHL ~ purportedly in line with instructions from Gouleiters SAUCKEL 
MUTSCHMANN, and they were sent to an SS-conee ration camp establishment,» 
I must point to similar facts in other lines of production so that the number of 
concentration camp inmates employed in the armament i dustry decreases rather 
increases, Of the 100.000 workers oncs promised you for the small parts industry, 
we did not receive even 14,000, I do not know just how many are being employed 
by the technical offices and by offices concerned with row materials, but the 
does 
certainly not more than about 32,000 men 


and women from concentration camps can be working in our armament est ablishmen 
This amount is constantly diminishing, 
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I have gone into the details of the whole question with the deputy of SS 
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Licutenant General (Obergruppenfuchrer) POHL, Major (Sturmbannfuchrer) MAURER, 
and have especially alluded to the fact, that by a decentralised distribution 
of concentration camp labor, a technically suitable utilization of their labor 
would be possible by means of better feeding and reasonable lodging, To that 
MAURER objects that the SS will not have sufficient guards available for 
disoersal in many small working units, thet we would not deliver sufficient 
barbed wire to fence in the factory camps and that the danger of secret 
sabotage in non-concentration camp factories cannot be underestimated, by 
reason of tue leck of strict control and discipline. Furthermore MAURER 
emphasizes that SS Lieutenant Colonel POHL is continually improving the 


food situation of camp inmates working in concentration camp factories and that 


So 


noticeable incrcase in weight and thereby greater working capacity have been 
attained by the giving of additional albumen under continuous medical 


supervision, It would be neccessary, however, for us to place at their disposal 


old skilled specialist workcrs and foremon as lead ng personnel in the 


armament factorics o ne SS. I cannot check these statements of MAURER 


in detail. IÍ nave, howevery cxplained to him unequivocally thet the availability 
end the giving up of leading versonncl as requested is out of the question, 
but only the contrary methcd of leaving the concentration camp inmates in the 
independent responsibility of the armament industry 2s provided for, un- 
equivocably agreed upon and followed with some success, 
Dear Herr SEER, I know how little you cstcon long writings and unofficial - 
especially "Confidential - Personnel" - statements. However the labor 
commitment situation in the srmancnt industry, the peculiarity of the problems 
Submitted and the negative attitude and bearing of our partner force me to 
2xplain to you the situation in detail and to ask for your intcrvention. 
Enclosed I am adding draft of two letters to the Reich Fuchrer SS, morcover 
I find it nccesssry for you to try in a verbal discussion to obtain a 
aefinite decision, which I would urgently reaqucst,. 

signed Walter SCHIZBER 

For the correctness of the copy 


Dr. FL:HCHSNER 
attorney—at-Low 





(Pace 92 of Orig.) 


SPER Document 
NO .49...-Spe 


Extract from the Fuehrer Conference 


Pointed out to the Fuehrer that 30 - 40.000 workers or 
prisoners of war, who had run away from Econony as a 

whole, were recaoturod by the police every month, and 
then used as concentration camp prisoners for the vur- 


es of the S5. 
I could not stand for this es the workers involved are 
to a large part either trained workers or specialists, wh 
should be returned to their orisinal vrofession as 


as possible. I could not sustain a decrease of 500. 


workers a yea an dh e c ; workers should 


SAT TAT 


Liscussion wi Pe y member KILVLEk, the fuehrer 


in my favor. 
true extract: 


Attorney—-at—Law. 
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Tuehrer Headquarters, 23 March 1945 


DECREE 


§ Keception of fellow nationals ( Volksgenossen ) ete. withdrawn from 


evacuated territories. 
I communicate by order: 
The Fuechrer issued 19 March 1945 an order concerning demolition measures, 


which has alread c nsr. od to you or which yom receive enclosed. 


tine the Fuehrer ordered. the following in an equally unequivo- 


tories which we cannot hold at “resent and the occuvation o 


= 


The Fuehrer 


order to secure the total evacuation, that means the com 
olete transfer of all follow nationals (Volksgenossen). 
the Yuehrer is familiar with tho tremendous difficulties involved 
orcer, which have been described to 
of the Fuchrer is based on exact, sound considerations. 
solute necessity of the evacuation cannot even be discussed. 
i is 
iqually difficult es the evacuation ang transport, /the quartering of the 


fellow nationals (Volksgenossen) in the German receiving Gaue (districts), 
in the interior. 
This apparently impossible sheltering of follow nationals from the eve 
territories must be achieved, how 

Fuehrer exvects the Gorman Gane (districts) in the interior to show the 


ery understanding fo he inevitable demands of the hour. 


must use all the means of improvisation 
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in ordor to master the present situation in all fields. 
Heil Hitler!’ 
signed: M, BORMANN 
Distribution 
6 Xroisleiter (district leader) Dr.STURM 
"Oberrogierungsrat (Ok )RUDHL 


NEVEN HOERNER 


BIi DER Dre VOEGLIER 


Certified true copy 
Dr. FLASCHSNER 


Attorney-at—Law 
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SPEER Document N 


Spcoch of tho Roich Ministor SPEIR on 9 June before roproscontatives 
of the RhineWostnhelien industry, following = presontation of tho 


film _rogerding "Indopondent responsibility of Industry". 


soceee” What doos "Independent rosponsibility of tho industry" moan ? 
What taskSero given to this ore nisstion, tho name of which has todey 


unfortunetely alroady become in many respects £ slogan ? 


Up to the yoar 1942 industry received its steto orders — «nd such ere mainly 
the ones in question during the war — from the official officos of the Reich , 
from the Army Ordnance Branches (vaffeneemtor) of tho brenches of the Yohrmecht, 


etc. 


The works manager offered his instellations to the branches of the Wehrme.cht 
end in so doing he dcterminod the production of a plent himself, or in so fer 
ès ho worked mainly for one branch of tho Wehrmacht, this production was 
undertaken by the officors of thet brench of tho Wehrmacht and hero meinly 


by the Technical Army Ordneneo Brenchos (Technische We.ffonaemter) 


In this way the responsibility for the completion of Armement, for the drawing 
up of the programs, for the measures of rationalization, and for the exch=ngo 
of oxporionces,lsy with the officers whose aspirations and profossional ability 


were bound to lie in ontiroly diffore:. sphoros. 


The competitive struggle in the, freo economy, the ia aaia which every 
works manager had to teke upon himself for his plenning/production in peace timo. 
the severe school cf the battle for life so to séy, which a loading industrial 
onginecr usually hed to undergo, this strict selection cannot be guerenteed at 


tho present time in most brenches of our administrative caroors. .. 
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e.e... If I hed hed 10 yerrs tine in which to prepare snd to carry out an 
organization -f tho Armement industry peacefully, I might havo worked in 


othor directions. But es it is tho main thing for mo at prosent is. 
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to ezrry out tho chengo of system within a few months: the chango from the 
direction of trmamont production end the detorminetion of its cutprt £s a whole 
and in doteil by the stete «uthorities, which hes boon tho caso up to now, to tho 


g men of tho armement 


£ 


teking ovor of this task by > circle of successful losdin 


industry itsolf who havo had works experience. 


I did not hesitate long in the spring of 19-42, and so ono demend of tho Fushrer 
efter tho other could be acceptec by us for execution end could bo este blished 

AS program., —-- Progrenms, the realization of which hed beon medo impossible of 
oxocution or dependent on impossible conditions by the euthoritios proviously 

for thom.conditions, for instanco, such as tho construction of factory instell=tio: 
to the value of several billicns cf Merks within >. fow months, or the making 
aveileble of e short#term production of 11 machine tool factorios within a short 
pericd — or the additionel concentration of German speci*lists who would ne 

heve boon aveileblo to this cxtont — or finelly the meking «v-ileblo of motels 


in short supply which would never heve beon at the disposal of Gorman armement . 


But wo nevertheless tock over these programs at tht time and agrood to their 
xocution, because wo bolicved thet thero still arc consicerablo unexhensted 
resorvos in our plents, reserves which, howover, could be increased only if new 


mathods of production increase and the executim of the progrems could be 


e.ccomplished in those vlehts in a revoluticnery wey, withcut rod tapes!" ccccee 


eve..." I thorefore docidsd at thet timo to ontrust tho bost loading ongincors e 


my ad sposel from the whole industry snc all those workers who had so far elroady 
distingnished thomselvos by their pvorf:rmeneos in their plants, with the entire 
responsibility for tho time being for tho production of tenks, weapons, end 


Mun Te hera PERTEN 
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ane 4 F. } Al 
Todey, we count 21 mein commissions which ere responsible for the fina 


4 he deliverics 
armement production, end 13 syndicates which must ëo guarentee the del 


mport> ament anc war 
necessary to it, by which the whole of the most inportant armament aA 


production is cirected, 
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In addition to the main Commissions and Syndicates individual advisory 
vodies have been formed where construction engineers of the firms and 
revresentatives the branches of the Wehrmacht whose requirements are 
involved — sit together all having equal rights. as a rule these "com 
missions" are headed by the chief construction engineers o? the industry. 
Into their hands is placed the final decision on the development of wea- 
pons. 


m 


Their decisions can be cancelled only by the High Command of the branches 


of the Wehrmacht and myself, ointly, or, in the last analysis, by the 


e 


This unique organization which vossesses ir itself all responsibility, 


consists today of about 6 thousand honorary technicians and engineers 


eoeeeOn these honorary members of industry devolves the responsibility 
even down to details of what is being done in the individual works and 


n 


how it is being done, which enables them to give all instructions necessary 
to cerry through their point of view and to furnish to the management of 
the plants whatever information they may need. The Reichministry for Ar- 
mamont and war ~roduction, of which the most important armament organi- 
zation are the Main Commissions and §yndicates, ha: 1 its further com- 
position, merely become a reflection of > > Pendent 

of industry, Almost all government offices are staffed 

whose colleagues in most instances and for the duration of the emergency, 
were made available to us by industr 


eeeeeslechnical direction down to the smallest branches of industrial manu- 


facture is carried out through industrial independent resovonsibility. Next 
to thet of supplying the plants with ordors its main tesks, aro that of 
typo restriction, specialisation of the plants and, among other things, 

the shutting down of entire production, and of the plants, rationalization 
as regards rew materials, construction, technical aspect of the finished 


product and the unconditionel exchange of experience, irrespective of 


vrotective Pightseececcee 


UM AN 
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sse vory establishment, after it has boen in existence a certain length of tine 
and when it exceeds a certain size develops a tendency to work according to 
bursccratic principles. Thoush we wore fortunate enough to sec, through one of 
tho first big air attacks on Berlina ereat portion of files of the Ministry 
destroyed - thus freeing us for some tine fron unnecessary ballast, we whould 
not expect that such happenings will permanently bring the necessary fresh 
atnosphere into our work. It is fitting that I remind you here of ny order of V 
10 August 1942 issued to the zain CommissionSand Syndicates, an order which 


is fully offective also today. 


It says: Within the framework of tho hichest decree of independent indwstrial 
responsibility, I have cranted you extraordinary powers and I have nade possible 
for you a largestate method of work, It is beconing evident that there one 

an increasing number of individual cases where Gormissions and Syndicates show 
the very first indications of a tendeney towards burocratic principles in thoir 
work, On that subject one thing enn be said: In the arvenents ficld there are 
any nu.ber of sovernnent offices which, once they had developed into a well 
oreanized body, would be able to prodice satisfactory work and nake satisfactory 
decisions, All these covernnent establishnents lack only one essential thing: 
the ability for inmprovization, which is given only t@ hin who is possession 

of the nocessary technical Imowledee = without his being cramped by <overnnental 
appara tuse 

issior and Syn@icotes develop: the then into 

extensivo undor takings, the more difficult thoy will nake the possibility of 
applying thcir active forces, the product of industry itsolf, in fruitful 
activity for the henoefit of arnanent tasks; 

It becones evident alrealy today that the r sults abtained by the heads of 
Cowcissions and Syniieates whose orrnanizations are small, rank higher than 

thos of the ones who vainly endeavor to handily a ininistratively what thoir work 
calls for, 

Whon it comes to their decisive tasks, they should depend more on the cooperation 
of a circle of enthusiastic comrades who follow the call joyfully. For the 
carrying: out of their wrk, the Comuiesion and Syndicates can froely call on 


Arzy Ordnance Branchay, runitions inspection offices and ocononte groups as well 


0805 -001 


as the regional economic offices. {|| 
H 
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If you make proper use of these authorities, you will be able to save 


yourself and the undertakings in your hands much of the burden of labor, 


I am determined to counter without consideration all attempts to turn 
he @ommissions and Syndicates into an authority with all its dis- 


advantages," 


I ask all those collaborators from industry, who are assisting me in my 


chief Commissions ənd Syndicates to continue to keep my basic principle 


before their eyes a to comply with it, sees 


eooee My commissioners for the individual production groups will each be 
selected from the enterprise in which we can recognize the best output. 
It is your duty to share fully with the other enterprises of your 
production group the experiences which you have gained in your plant and 
which have led to success there, either voluntarily or by compulsion. It 
is furthermore your task to bring about the lead which your plant has 
gained, in all other enterprises of this kind, You thereby retain the 


lead in your plant which was gained by the work of years, 


We have numerous instances in which the technical leadership of a plant 
with an express monopoly production, established the same production for 
other enterprises and at the beginning discharged primary skilled workers ~ 
which if, measured according to old private-industrial basic principles, 
was to establish enterprises in the pesition to compete strongly with 


former monopoly-—enterprises after the war, 


We have found factory~leaders and technicians, who established new 
factories for the purpose of carrying out the task assigned to them by me, 
and thereby =- with the fanaticism of the technicians to procure the best = 
ubiliged all experiences in the new plant, which they had 


their old plant, but were no longer able to exploit, 


It is understandable that difficulties were made here to my commissioners 


, 


by the men responsible for the business part of the plant; difficulties, 
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which for the most part do not come to my knowledge, and which cannot 


be determined and pursued without further investigotion., ceece 


essa. iy chief Commissions and Syndicates and the production-committees 
in the economic- and specialist+groups are agencies; which ,in addition 
to their authority to issue directives, support and assist the factory- 
leader, A condensation of planning and a central control of the 
armament program are an indispensable necessity for all production 


down to the single parts and the sub=divisions, 


However, we wish to keep the goal in sight, and we only wish to render 
the controlling armament agencies effective inasfar as this is urgently 
Eeceeeeey and for the rest, to leave greater scope for the independent 


he fectory-loeder as an important pert of in dependent roponsibility of 
esponsibility of/industry. In this way I see in the chief Gommissions 


and syndicates only a part of the independent responsibility of industry; 
an additional directive agency, which besides its controlling tasks 
is necessary in order to direct the inferior plants to a better 

} 


achievement. 


eeeereeerere eee 


eevee All of usSy who have volunteered in these years which will decide 
the fate of the nation to procure the utmost from German production 


consider this task as purely conditioned by war. 


We are all looking forward with pleasure to the day of peace, on which 


we will again be able to turn to our old tasks,,,,,'! 


Certified True Excerpt: 
s/ Dr. FLAECHSNER 


Attorney-at-law 
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Excerpt from the Fuehrer Protocol of bugust 18/20, 1944. 


the instructions we propose 


"The Fuchrer agrees to 
usteed of destroying industrial or 


d A + see ano 2 
for paralyzing inste 


i ; à Pere ò 
Power plents felling temporerily into enemy hands. 


For the correctness of the exerpt 


T LERRET TD 
Dre FLAECHSNER 


£ttorney-at-Lav, 


0 
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No. 49 Spe 


Excerpt from the memorendum to the Chief of the General Staff of the 


army, General GUDERIAN, of December 15th, 194). 


ecoccee The invasion in the Vest has occasioned à profound change in the bas 
of German economiceél lifes esses +t must be emphasised that the continual 
enemy influence on the traffic not sakes reduced the csal supply of the 


ral 


German economy to half the normal consumption. «t this moment there is no 
possibility of utilizing fully ths relaining coal mines, after the loss of 
the different coal-areas - now that of the Sear territory too - and of 
distributing the amount produced suitably. 
therefore to be expected, not only in the principal coal using basic indu- 
stries (iron, chemistry, stones én ys, and i 1e supply-industr 
(current end gaa) but also in 
+ 
gineted/be counted in terms o LE . any rate they alread 
mean a serious danger to the German armement potential in the near future, 
which can be avoided only by the. continued effective defensive in the air 
Wale 
In this state of affairs, more losses will be unbeereble for tne war econo 
my, because they are limiting the armement potential to an extent excludi 
even en approximate cover of the rements ef the Wehrmacht in cquipmen 
within 2 short timee In the Sestern territories, lost by the retreat of 
- Position, there are decisive stocks of basic 


great manufacturing ccpecity, due to tre nsfcr from the 


Jost in connection with the air warfare, for which there is no further 
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From the Western territories, considering the present situation, the coal 
consumption, especially that of the German Reich Railway can be covered only 
uncomletely, so that the German coal-supply must come principally from the 
works of Upper Silesia. The taking of the Nibelungen Position would mean that 
about 60 % of the present coal production of the “eastern territories would 
be lost. In this way the coal supply of German industry which can at present 
be covered by about 50 %, eould be covered only partially, 
In the sphere of iron production there is Fast of the Nibelungen-Position a 
crude steel production of 372.000 tons per month, and a production of 252.000 
tons per month rolling-mill products. That is more than one-third of the crude 
Steel preduction still possible, Considering the effects of the GLogcagpee ximit: 
of the front on production situated in the aree of the frontline, especially 
élso in the politically insecure Protectorate, armament manufacture would fall 
during 1945 with the loss of this production by the exhausting of all possibili 
ty of economisihg, to about one-third the output according to the 194) 
program, That diminishes the combet capacity of the troops, 
sasse." To sum up it must be said, that the retreat to tho Nibdclungen-Position 
destroys the last basis for armament and war production which gil suffice even 
the most limited needs of the Armed Forces as regards ter spicy. It therefor 
implies the dimbyrtion of the combat capacity of the troops within a vor 
Short time, 
Under these circumstances it would appear to mc doubtful if it can bo justi- 
fiable to use material and labor in the cortruction of these defenses. At 
any rate I cannot leave it in doubt, that in such an event I could not continue 


the ensuring in any manner of the armamont supply of the Wehrmacht, 
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For the correctness of the excerpt: 


Attorney-at—Law. 
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Doc. No. 50 SPEER Beh, No, iess 
Answered Interrogatory of the witness 


Hans KRL 


Question 1,) What office did you hold in the Speer Ministry? Professional or 
honorary duties? 


Answer 1,) Fram September 16th 1943 I was head of the planning offices and be- 


. 
’ 


sides from November 1st 1°43 head of the raw material office in the 
Speer Ministry, Being an independant textils manufacturer I work- 
ed honorarily and only got a "Aufwandsentschaedigunge" — as far as 
possible after the rules of the budget — a part of the actul cash- 
expenses incurred by myself and my firm on accout of ny honorary 
activities, 
Question 2,) 

er agencies in need of manpower (Bedarfstracger) place their deman 
for manpower immediately with the Plenipotentiary-General for the 
Mobilization of Labour ard did Sauckel reserve for himself the exe 

a tent of the allotments or did he leave this decision to Speer or the Planning 
Centres? 

Answer 2,) During my work in the Speer Ministry the individual sections of th 
war economy essential industries or agencies in need of manpower 
(Bedarfer.acger) placed their demands for manpower directly with the 
Plenipotentiary—Gonernl for the Mobilization of Labour, Sauckel 
did reserve for himself the extent of the allotments. He did not 
agree to a» right of cGecision either for the "Central Planning" or 
for Speer alone, After several negotiations he agreed to accept 
advice of the"Central Planning" about the economic priority of the 
different claims put in as interesting material, witheut agreeing 


to be forced to decide accordingly, 


TN 
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As far as I can recollect only 2 conferences took place — at least 
omof them during the sickness of Speer in spring 19L — confined 
in its extents by Ssue<el! ; standpoint outlined above, After that 
‘attempts: of ‘influencing the manpower policics by general economic 
view-points were abandoned ag prectically futile, 

Question 3.) Were the industries or agencies requiring manpower about the fol. 
bwing in spring 194l; Army and Navy armament, air-armament, coal, 
mining, chemistry, railroads, mail, agriculutre, forestry, con- 
struction, administration of the éround forces, Air Force, Navy 
general administration? Can you supplement this list? What of 
these sections submitted their demands to the Speer Ministry? 

The agencies requiring manpower mentioned in the question corres~ 
pond with my recollection, A further independant agency was the 
Ministry of Propaganda for the activity in overcoming civil asir- 
raid damages, The following sections submitted their demands 
through the Speer—Ministry Army and Navy armament, mining (includ. 
ing coal), chemistry ona all other production sections as well as 
energy and construction, The other agencies mentioned submitted 


their denands @irectly, It is not known to me what date the doman 


airoarmament were included in Speor's demands, as air~amenents 


was only taken ovor by the Speer Ministry in the course of summer 
194, Itis not known to me, how far regional offices of the 
"Wehrmacht" and other regional »ffices put in demands with the re~ 
gional employment offices directly,- As actual allotments were 
effectuated mainly regionally, I ws under the impression that the 
sc-called central allotnents wore frequently of theorectic import-- 
ance only, 

Question £.) According to the 1929 Geneva convention concerning Prisoners of 
War, no work which the atter have to preform must have any direct 
Connection with the actual carrying out of warlike operations, In 
particular it is forbidden to use prisoners of war for the manu~ 
facture of transportation of weapons or munitions of any kind, or 


for transporting materials destined for fighting troops, 
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Are the concerns included in inspectorates of war establishments cx. 
Clusively such establishments as produced objects that cone under 
the above mentioned def ini tions, 

Factories included in inspectorates of arnanents("Fucstuncsinspect~ 
ionen") are by no means eg¢lusively, prombly not even in their 
najority factories that correspond to the definitions mentioned in 
the question, I was not able to see any system whatscever in the 
choice of the factories at the opening of the inspectornte—offices, 
Evon at the beginning of this organization mills in the textile, 
leather, wood, glase and earthenware ficld as well as raw material 
and feederindustrios were included to a ercat extent in the list 

of firms unter the inspectorates, The nunber of factories and the 
number of industrial sections increased from year to year, 

Did the plants of the armament inspectorates include all plants Dros 
ducing "iron, steel and metal" and those manvfacturine "mechines, 
boilers, vehicles and appliances"? Dia these plants comprise ap- 
proxinetely all of the metal vroducine industry and were in Septembr 
1943 algo the raw=stecl production and the feeder industrics added s 
that the «ntire stoel industry fron ravw-steel to the final product 
constitute an mrmanent industry? 

It is not possible to answer this question without fail, as distinct 
central instructions as to which firms were to be included were miss 
ing and therefore the question wis decided regionally i.e, differ 
ently, Apart fron the industrial sectiowmentioned in answer U the 
factories enumerated ine question 5 were in 19}3/L4 totally under the 
inspectorates with possible but not inportant exceptions, 

What percentage of the stcel production was used to produce objects 
of armament in the sense of the Genewn Regulations on Prisoners of 


War of @9209 
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On en average allotment of iron of 2,500,000 tons monthly the allot- 
ment for the production of armaments in the sense of the Geneva Ree 
eulations on Prisoners of War of 1929 anounted to an average of 750, 
900.000 tons nonthly i.e., to about 30 to 35%, Out of this allotment 
the final completion had to allot all production of parts and pre- 
liminary processing, 
Approxinately what pereentage of working hours is used for the pro- 
duction of raw-stecl and prelininary processing of an object of arm- 
anent and what precentngce for its final completion? 
Without records I om not able to answer this question reliably, ‘The 
percentage ought to differ considerably with the different objects 
of armaments, Taking into consideration the number of men employed 
in the iron and metal producing and consuming industries I would es- 
tinate that about 60% of working hours were spent for the production 
of raw-material, prolininary processing manufacturing of parts and 
about LO“ for the final eopletion taking an average of all armament: 
äs a rule, did the Spcer Ministry stipulate in its demands for man- 
power only a figuro or did it break the figure down according to 
nationalities or prisoners of war? 
To my knowledge the demands for manpower were presented as a rule by 
the Speer Ministry in one figure only, A broaking down of figures 
according to nationalities or Prisonerwof War did not take place as 
faras I know, A breaking down would not have been possible because 
the possibilities of allotment were unlmow to the Ministry, For 
the same reasons there was no breaking down in male and fomale labour 
as far as I know, There was only on exception; coal mining, for whic 
mainly Russian Prisoners of War were chosen after examination as to 


their fitness for mining, 
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Did the intermediary agency have any influence as to the nationali ty 
of the manpower it was allotted or that was allotted to the plants, 
or were the prisoners of war allotted by the enploynont offices? 

I an not able to answer this question to my own knowledge, For the 
Glictacak 23 to number, sex, nationalities ete, the decision rested 
oniy with eanioyment offices, I do .» however not know whether 
the internediary offices or the plants were able to influence their 


decision or have done 80. 


Were the reser of Geman manpower used to capacity and what is 
your estimate of the regerv gs after the success of the Action for 
Total War in ‘wUly/Aucus’t 1949 

To my nind reserves of mle Ceman manpower did not exist after the 
Action of Tuiy/August LoL, It is difficult to say to what extent 


retical.y fitted female labour were @igsnpogable after that Aabe, 


as the puysical anå psychic (7) fitness was much diminished through 

continuous airraids and lack of sleep caused by them, Apart from 

that the demand for manpower at that time was almost exclusively for 
Ny ae i 3 : 

worry rttted for wonen or fittea for especinlly strong women only, 

Since when did the diitferonces of opinion exist between Sauckel and 


Speor about the utilization of these reserves? What were the attemp 


y Speer to employ these roserves? 
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Answer 9b) Differences of opinion between Speer and fauckel as to the mobiliza- 
tion of available German manpower came to ny knowledage in summer 1943 
for the first time, when Speer insisted upon their nobilization ins 
ster ot “akvne in additional foreign labourers,, Speer then urged 

“it miur Oon Like the one that took place one year Later on under 
Xt “Gnodvels Action". It was impossible for Speer to mobil- 
trose Tesovves himself as he did not possess the authority and 
Jurieaicvion 2» co sO. Through shifting labour within his ow section 
he trisad to zrace worwire places for light labour for women, in order 
DOE A Pe Loy ma e woruan women, He shifted in large extant 
work Lio jaduestria. trenches strained as to manpower into irdustries 
producing for civil) Gcmends and not working to capacity vet, also into 
home-vo."s ani. to otcuvied territories. He undertook the transfer of 
protvstion fui o.vil consumption and production of parts on a large 
scale t9 ths occupred territories in order to set free German work- 
men for his owa maupcwor iemand. 
Question 9c) What were tes Ai ffereuniog e? opinion -tean Sauckel and: Speer on the 
$ labour emptoymens polices ir Wie ocevpied territories and since when 
did they exist ? 

Answer 9c) As to my knowledges the @ifferences of opinion between Sauckel and 
Speer abour tue Labour employment policy in the occupied territories 
enerzed in sumer 194.3 beginning about July, Up to this date tho dew 
mand fos foreign workors could obviously be covered by Sauckel througr 

recvyi tment 
voluntax y ‘without difficulties, When in summer 1943 the hiring did 
not cover the demand any more and did interfere with the production ir 
the territories Speer proposed a transfering of production to the 


occupied territories, instead of a transfer of workmen to Germany, 


he 
(See to answer 9b) Sauckel was Ria TTN that both ought to be pos= 


sible at the sane time, The differences of opinion lasted till/the end 
of 1943, When at the beginning of 19% Adolf Hitler decided mainly i 
the sense of Sauckel, Speer, nevertheless, tried to reach his aim 
through the so-called "S" plants in the occupied territories, i.e, 
plants out of which workmen were not to be hired, On the direction o 


Speer as many plants as possible were declared as "S" plants 
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Did Speer supvort arriculture and the fond industry at the expense 
of armaments since February 19l'5 and what measures in this respect 
do you remember ? 

Beginning February 195 Speer declared priority for nutrition and 
nu-trition-industry practically for all purposes, as far as central 
influence could still be exercise? at that time, for instance pri- 
ority in allotment of coal, electric current, in transportation and 
for an omerzeney program of agricultural implements and spareparts 
in the iron consuming industry, This sane tendency was followed in 


numerous sinele decisions, 


Question 11) Dia you, by order of Speer issue a decree suspending the production 


of explosives for economic purposes? When did that occur and what 


the intention? 


Answer 11) The authority for the production of explosives came to the raw mater 


ial office in the course of a reorganisation of the Ministry in 
November 194 only, When beginning Februmry 1945 intentions of exe 
tensive destructions in Geman territories to be evacuated eould 

be recogenized, Speer ordered me to diminish allotment of explosive, 
for economic purposes i,e, mainly for minine to an extent that ther 
remained low stocks only. As soon as extensive destructions were 
ordered, I stopped, at his request, further deliveries totally ana 
interfered with current shipments as far as possible, The intentior 
was recognised by the agencies executin>e these: orders — without 

its being mentioned on account of the Opposing orders- and therefor 


executed with special willineness. 
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Answer 12) 
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Did Speer exert his influence to the effect that the metal-ore 


y A B 
‘Aven tbe Balkans were not destroyed prior to the occunation, and 


why ? 

the A 
Yes Speer was of/ opinion that the metal—ore mines would be of no 
Yes, pe y 
advantage to the enemy, as his armament had no lack of metal, and 


that no one could take the responsibility for a destruction only ir 


x ) \ A occwmi a, 
order to damage the economic systom of a territory so far oecwic 


Si ened 


Signature witnessed 
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Certificd true copy 


Sieneds Dr, Hans FLACHEN R 


Attorney-—at—Law 
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SPER Exhibit No. Coe ee eee eee Behees 


Excerpt froms 


Testimony of witness SCFIZ IR, talken on 
behalf of the Defendent SPIER, by Dr, Hane 
Me 


nie ha ak Voor 


PLAEC-ASNER at Darmstadt, Germeny, on 3 
April 1945, 


Cross-Ikaninations Mr. Charles S. Durcell, 
CUSCC, 


Interpreter 


= yy = we 


SHAR to the witness! Do you solemnly swear thet the statoments 
you are about to make shall be the truth, 
the whole truth and nogain: but the truth, 
80 help you God ? 


CO e 


What were your functions in the SPEIR Ministry ? 
kocording to the system of autonomous responsibility 
evchimy, built up by SPEER, with its sub-divisions into commit- 
ia rings for works of the same brench of procaction, tho 
teaSlon of the whole supply industry in tho armament 
vce of the Ministry hed boon assigned to mo since 
I had as a deputy of the 
the permamont contact of all offices and 
‘ivistry with the Plenipotentiary (G@conerelbe~ 
t production in Itely and to do the 
cooperation at the 3erlin central 
had to rowign from my post as chief 
of the Acmunent delivery office on acaount of Qemands, made 
already months before by BITLER, “ORMANN and several "Couleitere 
=~ partly for porsonal roestns but especially for political 
reasons, in particular in the fight for tho Maintaining the 
autonomous responsibility of the Cooney. 


Question 28 Did the Plenipotentiary General for Labor Commitment divide up 


the war-cconomy into separate sectinns the 8o-called "Dedarfg~ 


traeger" (consumers) and did he roserve far himself to negotiate 
Cirectly about the demande and allocations of labor to these 


consumorg 7? 
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a 


Whereas, when the Plenipotentiery Generel for Sommitment of Labor 
was put ints office, which was done on SPIGR!s proposal, in the 
first plece È e submission to and then at least a close 
sane lovel with SAUCKZL, the lattor hed 
stressed and secured in a forceful menner at the outsot his corm 
plete independence with regrd to all questinns of labor Commit- 
Headquarters for the Distribution of 
Labor (Zentrale Planung uover Verteiluns von arbeitskrreeften) he 
recoznize except as a reconmandation,. All ossonti: 
decisions with the eonsuncrs c^ncerning the needs 
of labor wore reserved to himself, bosideos from 


. 


jirect discussicns of the 
^N 


ary General for Labor vonmituent with 


consumers 


Answer 93 ait asi od l remember, the following numbers wore omployed,. 


vt 


persons 


produced many imploments and 

ed rolling stock, motor vehicles 
which, according to the terns of the Geneve Convention are not war 
equipmeat. I cancomiy ostinate that perhaps 


of the workers in the armament indu 


the production of purely war oquipment. 
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Question 10: Was the request for workers by the SPEER Ministry usually made 
as a total number or divided into Cernan and forein workers or 
prisoners of war and whet would have beon SAUCKEL's attitude 
towards such a classification ? 

Answer 103 The if, “qtry requested the nocessary workers mostly 
number — ‘divided into male and female or skilled workers. 
The demande of German skilled workers and for the increas od 
employment of German women could not be met by the Plenipotenti- 
ary Generel for Labor Commitment, who reserved th 

Ea allotting eand frequently did not even recornize the classification, 
as ordozed. into male and female, 

Question 11! How and by whon, on the intermediate level, wes the distribut~ 
toa emongst the facteries of the available workers accordines to 

tik and netionality done 
determined 7 

Answor 128 Fus csalynine and distribution she sermediate Level 

or Geau smploynent 


strictly preserved, It 


ntrel office, to which tho 


ive preference, that a certain 


s ~ 
SXELCLSs a 


4 


Aing to specialize 


Question 123 Who fourk ceedings tue ™ dependent responsibility of industry"! 


on what grounds ? 
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Answer 123 


Question 133 


Answer 138: 


Question 14; 


vce cee UO 


The majority of the "Couloitors", = not all cf then — sevore} 
Wehrkreis commissioners and some loaders of the SS, who had 
euthority for naking decisicns on economic matters, were against 
the independent responsibility of econony and that largoly for 


Gau-cgotistical reasons, or, in the case of the SS, for economic 


, 


political reasons, The factory managers tried and succeeded in 
escaping too strong party political pressure in the Gaus by boing 


backed up by the "party froe" Minister SPEER. 


What economic aspirations were pursued by MIIILER and the SS and 
Sid “SYuMLER try - through the concentration camps ~ to obtain 


of armament factories ? 


5S hac gained considerable economic and technical 
essing industrics in Dachau, MIDE 
In the cirection of industry then 
noru and nore plants as a financial 
expansion was 


ya 7 p 
nany workers fron 


neny excelleni 


brins under his 


L working then 





Answer 143 


Question 15: 


Answer 15; 


Answer 


Question Zz: 


Answer 22: 


i) 00 
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SPEER and the majority of his close assistents were uneguivocelly 
against these aspirations, because in the first placo it was 
unbearable that the SS troops were provided with other or better 
arms, because furthernore » foolish scattering of enerzy, 
equipnent etc. would be the result of an unavoidable duplication 
of work but above all, because the SS plants evaded and objected 
every reasonable and necessary control of material to be used, 
production figures exchange of experienco etc. throuch the 
Arnanent 

“IUMLER directly turned to HITLER in order 


piants throuch his workers in the 


‘eviated the "nothing is ine 


HIMMLER were supported for 


lai Workers de~ 
4, Was this 
Jasauaty 1944 ? 
further increas: 
J "NEL end SPEER 
the use of 


erences berin ? 


xyment of Corran women 

This was oppcsed again 
anu iada Oy “he tLonipotentiary General for Labor Commitment 
(Gb Art) with special authority by HITLER ~ and increased 


industriel employnent of nothers and housewives was rojected. 





Question 233 


( Page 118 of oriz.) H0805 — 0036 


We could prove without a doubt thet not only during the wer ef 
1914 - 16 nany more German women were successfully employed in 
factories and even in heavy industry, but that ebove ail they 
were included into the working process before 1939 in a 

hizher persentaze. Sut SAUCKEL was of the opinion that the 
wonen should be protectc.. for biolocical reasons and that their 
norals would suffer from unaccustomed factory work, In the 
spring of 193, SPEER wes able to obtain JILTLER's consent to a 
considerably incroased engpleyment of wonen and girls in fac- 
tories, Dut evon then SAUCKEL wes able to obstruct the measures 
agreed upon by internal instructions, 

With roger to the questions of production in the occupied ter- 
ritorics serious differences of opinion and even diszusting 
quarrels developed between the Arnanont Minister and the 
Plenipotentiary General for Labor Connitment. SPEER and the 
majority of his emworkers wanted to utilize the places of pro~ 
duction particularly with regard to tho civil sector in order 

to free labor in the Reich for ruro armament production and 
furthermore, in order to avoid the many difficulties in connect- 
ion with the employment of foreizn labor. The Plenipotentiary 
Genoral for Labor Connitnent advocated the exact opposite 

in order to be able to fulfil his oblization to HITLER on making 
neanpower available, The employment office (Arbeitsverpflichtuncs~ 
stellen) of the Ploninoteontisrg Generel for Labor Commitment 
abroad tock manpower fron the "restricted enterprises" which 
after lone discussions botwoon BAUCKEL and BPEER were finally 
instituted in orijor to settle their differences. 

In the Armanent ilinistry you were, anong other things, in charge 
of war cas production? Whon did SPEER discontinue war gas pro~ 


uction, and did TITLER sive his consont ? 
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Answer 23: War cas production, particularly in Gendorf, was discontinued in 
October or November 1944, 

Question 25: SPEER had a conference with the Commandersin-Chief in Italy in 
September 1944 in Italy where you were niso present. Up to 


thet tine what demolition of industrial and power installations 


had been carried aut, what was planned for the future, how 


did SPEER justify his attitude regarding this and with what 
results ? 

Answer 253 «In a conference with KESSELRING, SPEER dealt with the question of 
the destruction of industrial and power installations in great 
detaile First of all, just es in the late fall of 1943 in Southern 
Italy, an extensive demolition of all industrial and supply in- 
stallations was planned by the military in case evacuation 

i of the Po valley should becone necessary, At the time of the con— 
ference demolition behind the fighting line had not taken place, 
SPEER was of the opinion thet, aside from very few militery in- 
Stellations es, for instence, powder and amnunition dumps, which 
were to be dynanited, Italytg  arnancns end civilian production 
should only be crippled. The neintensnece of the possibility to 
work was regarded by hin as an essential militery and hunane 
denend because, either the military situation would denand the 
utnost utilization of all available capacivzies or, in case of 
locsine, we could not expose the friondly Italian population to 
unspeakeble misery, — KESSELRING end his chief agreed with the 
Mein points of SPEER's opinion, partially in contrast to the 


opinion of the General of the technical troops, 
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The demolition or the crippling 


of civilian supply plants was forbidden, A special econonic deputy 
of the Plenipotentiary of the Armament Minister in Italy was 
atteched to KESSELRING's heedquarters who was responsible tosether 
with the nilitery authorities in evory individual case for a possible 
demolition of industrial installations, their crippling end the 
execution of such as well as for keeping intact all civilian supply 
enterprises, Any destruction of power facilities was expressly re- 
Jocted; even the crippling of such by emptyine reservoirs wes not 
Cecided one 

That is all, 

Mr, Burdell: 

Question: Will you toll me a fow more details what your duties wero in the 
SPEER Ministry ? 

Answor} I had to supervise ond take care of ell factories, 50.000 in all, which 
furnished these parte, that is, thet what was needod for the total war 
production of Germany: netal, optical, electro technic, machine tools, 
powder and explosives. Then the distribution of the iron to tho 
various productions in need of this iron, 

Question: You were in charze of tho factories which produced those thines ? 

Is that correct ? 

Answer: Yos = I was responsible for the production, as well as the leadership 
in these factories. 

Question: Did that include factories in the occupied territories ? 

Answers No, only factories in Italy, In the Ministry thero was one deputy 


responsible for the verious occupied territories, 





Questions 


Answer} 


Question: 


Answer: 


Questions 


Answer? 


Question: 
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I was this deputy for Italy, Mre KERL wes responsible for Delgiun 
and France, ifr, BAUR was responsible for the South Zastern territories 
such as the Protectorate, Czechoslovakia and “unzary. 

Included among your functions, was it your responsibility to see to 
it thet you had sufficient lebor for tho factories under your juris- 
distion ? 

That cane under ny jurisdiction and I had to see to it thet I had 

a sufficient amount of labor which I requested from the Minister. 
There wes an office in the Ministry which wes there for the sole 
purpose of ehenneling ny requests to the Plenipotentiary General for 


Labor Connitment, 


Yes, Minister SPEER hes always tried to reduce these requests so 
thet I would not have to ask for a sreater amunt of workers fron the 
Plenipotentiary General for Labor Connitment, which is SAUCKEL. 

Do you know how these requests were transmitted to SAUCKEL ? Did 
Minister SPEER transmit them or did someone else transmit then to 
SAUCKEL ? 


There was a Mr, SCLMELTER who received the requests for labor 

forces from these deputies and this Mr. SCHIELTER sew to it thet 

they went to the agencies of SAUCKEL, Minister SPEER always tried 

to kcep away fron the daily »nd weekly requests so that he could take 
care of the totel requests and all the various difficultios which arose 
personally with SAUCKEL, 

So that the requests which wore submitted to SAUCKEL's departnont 


were broken down in accordance to the jurisdiction of you various 


eentlenen, is that correct 2 
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Yes, they made them individually throuch Mr, SCTMBLTER to SAUCH 
And if was your hope and the hope of SPEER thet SAUCKEL would 
distribute workers in accordance with your requests as submitted 7 
Is that correct ? 

Yes, That is desiate as viie SAUCKEL's nein functione 

And the big preblen wes thet SAUCKEL instead of furnishing then 
strictly in accordance with the requests which you made, distri- 
buted them sometimes in accordance vith his own plan or scheme ? 
The trouble arose because SAUCKEL r-inteined thet the requests 
for labor made by these gentlemen weve too highs Ag I said 
before, we requested German labor f-rces. SAUCKEL declined this 
and furnished foreign workors. We iii not went any part- 

tino German women. We wanted the warten to be taken into the fac- 
tories for fulltime work, SAUCKEL, Por reasons which I have 
explainod in my verious questions, Alii not went thise 

He wanted to have these women do howseworke Sometimes we urgent~ 
ly requested mele workers, and he s@ni 

These I bolera, are oxamplos suffisfont in number to see the 
difficultios which arose. 

You speak of the'red slip system) WALL you explain what thet sy- 
ston was 7 

In order to roduce these various disputes arising over the in- 
sufficient emount of labor being nadta aveileble, SPEER then 
requested SAUCKEL to furnish hin esacly month 200,000 workers. We 


then received 200,000 red tickets from SAUCKEL, 


TIL 
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SPEER, through SCHMELTER, sent these red tickets on to the various 
agencies of the armanont industry. I would receive, for instanco, 
out of these read tickets, 40,000. I would thon ceive 5,000 tickets 
to tho chief Committee for Electro Technic, for iron etc, The 
host of these committees would zive these tickets to the Managers 
of the fectories. The factory in fara, would go with these t clots 
to tho Gau labor Offico. This Gau labar Office had to take 

of i%5 labor demends of these req, tickets before they could 


teke cere of whet they thought they should seni to various factories 


When was this plan involving the uso ogf the red tickets : rdopted ? 


I romenber oxactly, at the end of 1943 
pect te the production of the @oncentration camp 


-tories 


used in these fac 
far os I mow this only perteins to sfho complete production 
inane tries They requested 
innates, vend for a very simple 
Because these were the onl ron: fining skilled workers. 
an factories of which you speak in this con- 
o SPEER Ministry, Is *het correct 7? 
In connection with ese requests to Sauck vl for workers is it not 
a fact that SPEER knaw et least -fter 1943, thet in order to pro- 
these workers SAUCEL would kaeve to obtain them fror 
territories 7 
thet wes the ere-t struecle. They maintained that 
SAUCKEL nade partisans by forcing people to cone to work in Ger~ 


nany who did not wish to 30 there of their own volitione 
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With respect to the blocked factories, were not there some occasions 
when Minister SPEER caused certein blocked factories to be 
closed and the workers in those blocked factorics released so that 
SAUCKEL could brine then to “ernany to workigtn the plants in Germany ! 
No, Ido not know of any such instance and I an quite sure that it 

not happen. 
How many meetines of the Central Plannin Board did you attend ? 
Almost evory nectine: 
Did some of thoso mectines concern the distribution of forein labore 
ers or foreien PW's anong various industries ? 
I havo stated in ny answers thet I remember one session end at this 
session the possibility of bringinz forcion laborers into Gernany 
was discussed. At this necting these gentlemen have foucht very hare 
ageinst the fact that workers would be teken from the blocked fac- 
tories in tha occupied torritories to be sent to Germanye 
These plants in the occupied territories thet you aro speaking of wep 


producine armanents, were they not ? 


No.» Not only. Mostly es a natter of fact, only civilian production = 


+h; 


that is half products and construction parts, Then raw neterial 


factories tron, metal, and then -lso arnanent production. 
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Questions 


Answer? 


Questions 


Answer! 


Questions: 


Answer? 
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Where there not some airpl-ne factories in France ? 
I could not sey thet for sure. I know for a fect there were work 
shops for airplenes in Frances 

were one series of mectines of the Central Planning voard was 
there not, which concerned itself with the use of Russian P's 
for coal minine 7? 
The session of the Centrel Plenninz Soard usually took place quar- 
terly. If need arose oeassinonally, special mectings of the Central 
Planning board took plece ẹ Concernin= the furnishing of Russian 
labor for nines, there was once a neeting of the Centrel Planning 
Board. However, I renerber only one of the Central Planning Board 
nectinzs in which tho specific question of further labor which was to 
be sent to the mines wes discusse question for the precurenent 
of labar forces for mines was takon up, directly between the Deputy 
for the Production of Coal and Saucke It is only when diffcences 
between these two acencies becaino oxtroiely bad that MAnistor Speer 
and the Contral Planning Board intovenud. This part of tho question 
I have answered in Q.5, 
You don't reuenber the discussions concerning tho use of Russian 
P's in tho coal vines. Is that correct? 
I think that I remerber in the meetine of the Central Planning 
which I nentioned, reference ws rade to the Russian PW's in tho 


mines, 
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Dr, Flaecchsner: 


Question: You said before that according to your recollection only airplane 


Answers: 


Questions: 


factories were located near concentration camps. Do you know since 

when the air production cane under the jurisdiction of Min. Speer? 

Yes. The besinning of March 1944, and in effect, since July, approxi- 
nately. 

Were those the 6 fightor planes factories which Mr. Dorsch ws supposed 
to build? 

No, They were different factcrics. The firhter plane factories were 
planned in order to secure a complete protection acainst bombing 
attacks, 


Romark of witness Schiebers 


I notified in the course of tho interrogation, that I wes asked whether 
the armanent factories wore under the jurisdiction of Speer. Since 

this question arose with resard to armament factories attached to 
concentration carps, I should like to lay stress upon one fast, that 


the SS-armanent factories did not fall under Speer's Jurisdiction. 


Certified true ecpy 
signed/ DR, HANS FLAXCHSNER 
typed/ DR. HANS FLAECHSNER 


sttamy at law. 


TIL, 
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Excerpt from Speer Ixhibit No..esee, 


Testimony of witness SCHM™LTER, 
taken on behalf of the Defendant PTR, by Dr. Hans 
Flacchsner at Darmstadt, Germany, on 3 April 1946, 


Cross-Examinationt Mr, Charles S, Burdell, OUST, 
Interpretor t Mr, Wolfeang THONAN, IM, 


Dr, Flaechsner to the witness: Do you solemnly swoar that the statements 


Witness} 


a Question 1, ) 


Answer 1.) 


Question 2,) 


Answer 2.) 


you are about to make shall be the truth 

the whole truth anà nothing but the truth, 

so help you Goa? 

I do, 
Which function did you have in the Mini stry of Speer? 
Since December 1943, I was in charge of Labor Committment in the 
Ministry of Speer, In this connection I dealt with the following 
tasks: 1) the collection of requests for labor fron the various 
sectors under the jurisdiction of the Speer Ministry of Amenent 
and War Production, These requests were sent to ne monthly through 
the armament inspectorates, The armancnt inspectorates received 
the requests fron the armament command and the armament command fron 
the individual factories, The overall request was forwarded to 
Suckel and Sauckel wis informed about the overall requests, 2) 
Suckel informed me as to how he could furnish these requests, I 
then instructed which sections should receive labor forces, 
Did the Plenipotentiary General for Labor Commitment divide the war 
industry into various sectors ( the so-enllea "Bedarfstrager" — 
essential industries and agencies in need of manpower) and did he 
reserve for himself the immediate negotiations about requests for 


orders and their allotment to the industries or azencics requiring 


them? 


divided 
The Plenipotentiary General for Labor Commitment J the entire industr 


into various sectors 
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Question 7,) 


Answer 7,) 


Question 9.) 


Answer 9.) 


Question 13) 


Answer 13) 
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and he reserved for hinself the immediate negotiations about re- 
quests for workers and their allotment to the industries or agencie 
requesting them, Thus, the Department of Agriculture, the Arned 
Forces, the Railroads, the Forestry, Mail, and the Armament ana 
War Produetion dealt separately and. individually with the Pleni- 
potentiary General for Labor Commitment, The Armament Mini stry 
comprised the following subsections; Army and Navy Armament; since 
March 19 argo the Air Armanent, Mines, Chenistry, Construction, 
and the so-called wareproductinng the mines, as well as the con~ 
struction industry fonlt Atreetly with Seuckel, 

Did Speer's ministry usv-11yv state its requests for workers in the 
form of a total fimre or Aid it break that fieure daw into Ger- 
nan end foreign workers or PW's anà how would Sauckel have reacted 
to such a classified request? 

The request for workers only occurred in an overall firures only 
divided as to male ana female, 

Did Speer personally further the employment of concentration camp 
innates in arnanent plants? 

4s far as I know Speer fia not Personally further the employment of 
concentration camp inmates in arnanent plants, 

What disagreenents existed between Sauckel and Speer concerning the 
manpower employment policy in the occupied territories and since 
when did these disagreenents exist? 

Speer always protested very strongly that Suckel took away manpower 
from these blocked factories in France, Belgium and Italy, This 
question was taken up with Hitlor in January 9h, Speer demanded 
protection for the blocked factories agatnst the taking away of 
workers in orfer to protect the civilian production which was put 


there in the occupied territories, 
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Question 14) 


Answer 1L) 


Question 15) 


Answer 15) 


Question 16) 


Answer 16) 
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Speer always emphasized that he did not care for foreien workers, 
but that he thought it was better to exhaust the Geman reserves 
first, He referred repeatedly that the enploynent of foreign worke 
ers would require greater difficulties in the manufacturing, and 
additioral feeding in the Reich, 

Who controlled the employnent of P's in accordance with the Geneva 
Convention? 

PW's were employed in accordance with the Ceneva Convention, This 
controlled by the Chief OZW, PW Section, 

You were fornerly a labor trmstee, To what extent was a labor trust 
responsible for the determination of working conditions le.2,work= 
ing hours) and how for coulda such questions be decided in the Speer 
Ministry? To which office were the labor trustees subordinated? 

I was 2 labor trustce in 1942, The determination of working con 
ai tioga, for instance ~ workin hours ~ resulted exclusively through 
the Reich Labor Ministry, Later on the Plenipotentiary General for 
labor Commitment instructed the Labor trustees to make specific re~ 
guletions, Such questions could not be decided in the Speer Ministr 
What differences of opinion existed between Sauckel end Speer 

a) concerning the use of reserves of German manpower, and 

b) concerning the systen of allocating manpower to the plants and 
how far did Sauckel submit to Speer's opinion? 

a) Speer always maintained that there are still available further 
reserves of German workers, ZUspecially, according to his opinion, 
the work of women could still have been increased, So, for instance: 
in the housework again, there were more than 1 million employed in 
the housework. They wore nostly Germans and according to the opin 
ion cf Speer could have been transferred over to industry, He de 


Sauckel a ncra onergetic utilization of these reserves, 
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@ An swer 


Questions 


An swer3 


Answer! 
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He constantly repronehe’ Sarekel that the labor offices Aid mot net 
stronzly enough in order to make labor forces availatle from less in- 
pertant sootors for the industries, Speer has repoatedly shown 

to Sauckel with specifie examples that there were still large 

reserves employed in less important sectors, 

b) Speer has often protested that the alloeation of workers by 
Sauckel did not take place in those factories which were resarded 
by Speer ag being inportant, Quite frequently, the labor offices 
sent labor to less important factories, Decasionally the labor 
offices have taken awy workers fron armament factorics which 
also resulted in differcnecs of opinion, ’ 

In theso disnerecments Sauekol frequently submitted to Speer'g 
opinion, but later on he acted differently, stating that he wag 


independant ani that he 444 not have to submit to Specr'g opinion, 
What was the task of the "PoAnrfpruefunescomaisstonen". (investigation 
Sonmisslomfor use AY labor)? 


The task of the "Investizations commissioni was first to sontrol if the 
need requested by the factory was justified; second= if the fastory 


had too many workers and could give up workers to other fae tories, 


Mr, Burdolls 


You said that Souckel repeatedly told Speer that the recruiting of 
workers abroad was carricd on in a legal manner. Were you present 
at any such discussions 

No, I was very rarely present at discvasions between Sauckel and 
Speer, 

S you did not ever hear Snuckel tell Speer that the procurement of 


workers Bbroad wag carried: on in a legal manner is that correct! 


Yes, I only know it because Speer told me that afterwards, 


NADANO 





Question 3 


Answer 3 


Question 


Answer $ 


Question 


Answer 3 
Question 
Answor $ 
Question 
Answer $ 


Question 


Answer 3 


Question 


Answer 3 


Question 


Answer 3 
Question 
Aagpwer 3% 
Question 


Answer 3 
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Do you mean to say that you and Minister Speer were under the 
impression that workers were being procured from abroad only 
voluntarily? 

Yos, Sauckel said repeatedly, even when he was not asked about it, 
that the recruiting was dono freely and that the workers liked +o 
come to Germany. 

Thon it is your testimony, on your oath, that you never know that 
workers wore being mado to cone to Gormany involuntarily? 
We did not have anything to do with reeruiting abroad. 

I still don't understand tho answer to tho last question. Did you 

or did you not know that workers wore boing mado to cone to Germany 
involuntarily? 

TO o 

You believe that all came to Germany willingly and voluntarily? 

Yes, 

ånd that is your testimony under wur onth? Is that correct? 

Yes, 

You have said that the requirements for wrkers were submitted to you 
and that you in turn submitted them to Sauckel? Is that correct ? 

Yes. The total requirenent. 


Can you toll us how often o” at what periods of time you submitted 


requests to Sanckolt 

Once every month, 

Generally, you submitted just a figuro for the number of workers 
that you wanted, is that correat? 

Yes, the total figuros 

Occasionally, broken down into male and female? 

Yes 

Did you ever specifically ask for workers from abroad? 


At the most, some specialists. In other wrds, 


NN 





Question 


Answer : 


Question 
Answor s$ 
Quostion 
Answer 3 


Question 


Answer 3 


Answer 3 


Question 


Answer 3 
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if they hoard that there were specialists available in Italy thoy 
would say that if wo need specialists these specialists would bo 


sent to Gernany. 

Did you ever ask for PW's? 

Yes, But not through Sauckel's office, but through the Chicf OKW, 
PW Section. 

Did Speer know that you rade requests for PW's at tho OKW? 

Nct specifically. 

Did you ever ask the SS for laborere from concentration canps? 


No. The SS offered then. 


And you took thon - is that correct? 

Yes. I said which frctories were in noed for then and whem thoy were 
to be sent. The committment at those factories was done by the SS. 

I had to know this, because the requirorent of the factory wuld te 
overed and I then had to check off this request. 

You have said that Speer opposed the uso of foreign wrkers. His 
principal reasons for this were as follows, were they not: 1) that 
it took wrkors awey from the blocked factories; 2) that Speer 
bolived that there was still labor available in Gornany? 


Yes. 


Wore those the principal end rain reasons that Speer gave for being 

opposed to the use of foreign wrkers? 

I have menti:ned 3 mare reasons: The additional lodging, difficultics 
in production, for instance, language difficulties and learning it, 

and the additional feeding. For these reasons Spver did not think 


it wos cecessary to bring foreign workers to Germany. 
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Question 


Answer 8 


Question $ 
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And these five reasons were the principal_reasans given by Speer for 


his opposition? 


ås far as I can remenber, yose I cannot think at the mment of any 


other reason. 


Did you ever go with Sauckel on any of his trips to occupied 


territories? 


Yes 


Where did you go with hi.: ? 

France and Italy. I just happened to neet Sauckel in Italy. I was 
mostly sent to France by Speer in order to prevent workers from being 
taken awiy from blocked factories. This was also one of the reasons 
for ny tripe to Italy. 

Did you eror go to the East? 

Yes, but cicne, without Seuc-el. I was only in the East at the tine 
befcre I was appointed io the Ministry, when I was still with the 

OT. After December 1943 I we not in the East any more, 

Did you have oecasion to talk to Sauckel fron tine to time concernir~ 
the procurenent of foreign wrkers? 

I wint to Sauckel once every month or two, whenever he assenbled all 
the representatives of tie various ninistries, Otherwise, I only wen? 
to him with specific requests from Speer. We have discussed very nap, 


problems. Also the protlenm or labor recruitment. 


And upon theso occasions d!1 Sauckel tell you about the difficulties 
he was having in obtaining wrkers fron the occupied territories? 
Yes, he alswoys complaincds especially about the diffici.ltios made 
by German offices, especially the Speer offices. Especially he 


conplaing.vout the difiienlties in the bloc <ed factories in France. 


I 
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Question s Upon these cecadtons did not Sauckel tell you that it ws impossible 


to get workers to come to Gor-mny willingly and voluntarily? 


Answer : No. He alwys onphasized that they cane voluntarily and at the end 
when no nore cane he finally admitted that it was no longer possible 


to bring any nore workers Ant» Gerrany fron abroad, 


Question 3 Whon did Sauckel admit that it wos no longer possible to bring nore 
workers to Germany from abrond? 

Answer 3 At the end of 1944 epproximately,. 

® Mr. Burdell3 

Dr. Flacchener, this officer tells me that they would liko to close 
the building, and that he would like to have us complete the 
interroeation now if we can. If you have just one or two more 
questions, I suggest that you ask then and we can consider later . 
whether or not we will remain over end continue this 2yterre gation 


tomorow. 


UT 


MT 


0805-0052 





(Pace 135 
Of ors ge) 


« ?‘Lacchsner’$ 
“ory good: 
wQnektion ; Did you handle labor and.emplcynent questions Vaile you were in the 


Fast with the OT? 


Answer 3 Yos, but orly the omployment of German workers with tho OT wrk pro- 
Jats and | aploynent of foreigners and th- work projects of the 
OT in the Inst. The OT did n.. undertake any construction works in 
Germany at that tine. 
Wore those foreigners,wher su employed in the East, in tho OT 


recruited froely? 


Answer 3 Yess Since thoy were employ: id in their own honcland, 


Attorney at law, 


NANN 
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SPEIR DOKUMENT NA. 53 (pego 136) 
BPEFR Exhibit Nre egeoseee, 

Excorpt from: 

Tostimony of Thoo HUPFAUGR, t-kon at 
Horsbruck, Gormany, 10 Mey 1946, by Dr 
Hens FLASCHSNGR and Mr. Charlos S, Bur 
Intorrogetors. 

Further prosont: Jen P., CHARMATZ 


Dr. FLATCHSNGOR to the Witness: 


Do you solemnly swear tho testimony you aro about to give 
will be the truth, tho wholo truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 


Witnoss $ 1 GOs 


Quostion 2: What wero tho tasks of tho SPEER Ministry in factories? Which of- 
fices wore rosponsible for social problems and for a bearable 
utilizetion of manpowor ? 

Answor 2 ¢ The SPEUR Ministry had only tho technical tasks in tho factories, 
The most ossontiel task wes to rationalize tho fectorioes. Furthco: 
more tho SPBER Ministry controlled the output of tho f*ctory. Thi 
The question of the general welfare wes undor tho jurisdiction 
of tho Goneral Plenipotentisry for Iebor Commitmont, the Reich 


Labor Ministry, and the German Labor Front. 


Question 33: Who, for instanco, determined the working hours of Gormens, of 
foroignors and of prisoners of war ? 

Answor Tho ostablishmont of the working hours for >11 workors was the 
task of tho Plonipotontiary General for Lebor Commitment, His 
Gocision wes © general one, Within the gonoral scope of this 
dotormination, the factories of tho samo kind detorminod the wor 


hourse 


Question 4: ‘Jas greater work out—put demanded of foreign laborers and Pues th. 


of the Germen laboror ? 
I don't know of any decree, or articlo which dotormined other 
working hours for foreign laborers, PW's then for the German 


workers, 
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Quostion 18 : Was SPHIR's position as technical chiof considorod by leading 
politicsl circles of tho party as an important politicel missior. 
for SPIR ? What wos his political weight and on whet do you 
beso your obsorvations ? 

I an convinced that SP: IR was appointed. chiof of the mein offic: 
"Technik", because in -eneral ho was made succossor to Dr. Todt. 
I don't semo-mber any event, in which SPIER was conspicuous in 
this position, and I do not think thet the party circles consic 
the non office "Tear.ik" politically inportent, 

Qvostion 21% Cen you stato whet SPEIR svcrred in confidential telks with 
represcnte.tives 
Februar 1945, rogerdi: 2 foo ation and what mesuros 
he took in the "Zentrale" ? 

Answor SPEER took upon hinsolf the personal Giroction of tho 
transportation staff, I think it was in Fobruary 1945, and 
thereby had an essenticl jafluonco upon the roguletion of 
transports., In thts capacity SPEIR ordorod that from now on 
in order to secure tho life the population that #11 food 
stuff should hove priority A, end even thet arn-ments should 


the questions of feeding the pooplea. 


Question 23 3: Did *.:re exist according to your impr. isions, the dengor 


of oatensive destructions of industrial and supply este blishme 


(e.g.Florien) ? 


Answer Thero was the dango“ sf extensivo dostruction, boceuso tho 
militery agencies, end the agoncies of tho Party took the 
ettitude thet the Fuchrer's orders hed to bo corplied with 


under all circumstéancos. 





Question 24: 


Answer 243 


ir, BURDELL: 
Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answers: 


Ouestion: 


Answer: 


qy.estion: 


What were SPEE activities in the last chase of the war based 

on and what could have been the result of his resignation? 

The motivation for SPit'& activities in the lest vhase of the 
war was given by SPEER himself with the following words? 

people have done their duty in this war. They proved their value. 
as no other peovole of the world. If this war is lost, it is a 
conseguence due to the failure of the leaders. The lecders, 
therefore, have the duty to preserve the basis for life of the 
people under all circumstances. In my capacity as responsible 
minister of production I must take steps to see that the pro- 
duction goes on under all circumstences." If 

in this situation, this task would not nave 

the same devotion and self-sacrifice According my conviction, 
SPETA was not allowed to resign, d I told him personnally 
several times he most vrobably was ths only one who had 


to oppose this order, and was able to render an important 


to the German 


ichministry for 
end War Productions. 

| you take over 
I took it over in Octo»rer 1944 My anvointment 
in December 1944. 
What were your positions in the ministry prior to that time? 

the Central Office 

of the German Lab Fron and a he samo time De vartment 
Chief in the Ministry 
Did your duties ever include acting 2s contact or 


between the SPEER iinietry and the Labor Front? 


LAAN 


H0805-0056 





Answer? 


Answer: 


question: 


question: 


Answer 


Answer >? 
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Yes, I was the liaison man between the Armament Ministry and the 
German Labor Front. 
You said that SPEER could not give SAUCKEL orders, but is it not 
a fact that ibwas SAUCKEL's function end SAUCKEL's duty to furnish 
manpower when SPEER asked for it? 
SAUCKEL's duty was in a general way tn mobilize manpower, but h 
had not only to cover SPEER's requirements, but also those of othe? 
agencies which needed manpower with the same importance, as the 
railroads, agriculture, tHeichspost, end the armaments, which up 
to 1944 were not subordinsted to SPEER, or the airforce 
“hen your answer to my question wa mply, yes, 
duty to furnish SPEER manpower when SPER asked for it? 

He quoted his claim end SAUCKEL had to fulfill them, which 

happened. 

an, that SAUCKEL wever fully furnisoec > reguirements, 
Wo, at no time. We always had a considerable number of uncovered 
red slips. 
But SAUCKEL did furnish some workers in response to SPEER's re- 
quest, is 
For the armament. 
Now you said thet the figures which the SPEER K sry turned 
over to SAJCKEL were obtained from the Armam etorate-, 
thet 

but in the 
main com- 
Armament Insvectoratas. 


— 


in tho Armament Ministry of SPEAn- 


OTT 
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Now, both the Armement Inspectoretes and the main committeos wero 
under the SPEER Ministry, “nd were part of tho SPEER Ministry, is that 
correct ? 


Yes, the main conmittces were solf—coverning orgens. of the industry. 


Did the armanent plants establish some camps for the foreign workers ? 


Yes, the foreign workers wore billotod by the armsront industry, *nd the 
Front also head cemps, but those camps woro transforred more 


the fectorhess to teko care of workers wes the function of 


wore thoy under 


Lewy Conad not givo aay directives, 


specie. 


in whick the forcien workors wero 


‘kovra, exceoy in cores of prisonors 
woro they sooerated in those cases ? 
Thoy wore capratod thoro an independent section of tae plant not in 


narma L 
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Anc. Go you know whet thoir hours wore in those casos? Wore they in thore 
not longer then those of the Germen workors, cr gust tho samo ? 


I don't think it existed over twolve hours, because in order to work 


continuously + shift is not cver twelve hours, or eight hours, you uso tho 


m-chinery 100%, and also thoro wore less end loss f romon, end in ord 
neko full uso of them you hed shifts of 12 hours. 


Do you know how long or et what period tho workers in the concentretion 


or did thoy alweys work twelve 
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SPEER Document No 54. SPEER "xhibit 


Exeorpt from: 

Testimony given by witness SAUR for the 
Defendant SPER 3 May, 1946 at Kransborg,. 
Interrogation by Dr. Kans TLANOASIER. 


Cross--Interrogation by Mr. Charles S. BURDELL, 
Interpreter! Mr. Wolfgang 


THOMAN. 


Witness and interpreter have been duly sworn in. 


Dr. FIAICHSNERS 


Question 1 thet were the position you occupied in SP IEE Ministry and in tho 


NLL m 


: f : m +4.) a 
Office for Lechniesl Industry (hauptamt fuer Technik) and 


id you occupy then? 


4 


connection with the volmines vreperatory tasks for the 
an hencr task in the 


thə Main Office for 


German ngi- 


of his tech- 
Production 


icavzon. In summer 
an aditional 
Taegerstob", 
Ministry was enlarged 


placed under the di- 


reeticn 





Answer 23 


Question 4 
to 


In connection with the founding of the Armement staff, of which 
I became vice-director and chief of staff, there were added in 
August 1944 machines and motors and finelly in Nov .1944 the iron- 
producing, iron-manufecturing industry, and the electricel indus- 
try. 
At the same time I remained SPTER's devuty in the chief office for 
technical industry end in the NSBDT (National Socislist Society of 
German Engineers) snd in the Society House of German Engineering, 
efter the direction of these three institutes was transferred to 
him. 
What was the task of the main office for technics, what role did 
the technical scientific organizations Play therein, and. up to what 
point did the presidents or members of these organizations have to 
be members of the NSDAP? 
Tho task of the main office for technics was the uniform coordin- 
ation of the org:nizations for technic-1 industry to care for 
Gorman engineers from the scientific orofessionz:1 and political 
point of view. The technical—scientific orgenigzations remained 
inside o NSRDT (National Socialist Socicty of German Engineers) 
registered societies anc. with much independence. For the 
presidents and managers of the technical orgsnizations and work- 
groups, membership in the YSDAP was proscribed., A few exceptions 
were vermitted. Tho members of the executive committees of theo 
org-nizations were not obliged to belong to the ISDA’. 
shiv of these technical scientific organiz=tions was at 
made dependent on membershiv in 
What were SPEXR's activities as head of the main office for tech- 
nical industry ,what were the instructions which he gvo to the 
main-office or its sub-sections. What corresvondence did SPEER 


-d of the main office for technical industry? 


IO 


it 
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Did the main office for technical industry have an influence on the 
Ministry SPEER corresponding to the motto! "the Party governs the 
State"? Up to what degree were the vities of the main office 
for technical industry upheld during S°"EK's time? 
soveeeeTO avoid any overlavving and any possible duplication, SFEER 
atteched from the beginning great imoortance to the fact thet tho 
"Gauamtsleiter" for technic in their capacity 2s Wehrkreis—Commis-— 
sioners were exclusively branch-offices of the Ministry. seese.. 
The decree 1/43 of 22 February 1943 gives an ides of the tesks in- 
volved and their execution. It reads as follows: "Necree L/43" 
To the "Yavotamt fuer Tochnik" and the Reich Administration of the 
NSBDT 
Office for Technical sciences 
To the "Gauaemter fir Technik" end Geu Administrations of the NSBOT". 
"“Gauhacuser" of Technic 
Trade Associations and work circles of the NSBDT 
sessthne: Chiefs of > Gauaemter for Technic in their capacity as 
Wehrkreis-Commissioners or deputy Wehrkreis-—Commissioners resvdect- 
ively have to adapt their work exclusively to the tasks set by the 
Reichsminister for Armament and Munitions. 
e.. Until further notice, the work of the technic+l-scientific 
associations and work circles and the houses of technic must be 
adapted exclusively to the requirements necessitated by the war. 
As I, in my capacity 2s Reich Minister for Armament and Munitions 
direct also the technical tz:sks to my technical office or to my 
commissions, central committees 2nd main circles respectively, the 


performance of tasks st any givon time must be adapted to thom. 


ME 
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Out of the state of affairs described Above, it proved by itsolf 
that a correspondence of SPEAR in his capacity as chief of the 
central office for technic wes limited to single occasions in which 
the oriority of technical claims made it nocossary. 

The almost entire transfer of the loading tasks from tho political 
organizations of the Technics to the Ministry can also be secon out 
of the fact that SPEER only once and tht for a few days after hi 
appointment visited the Agency of the Central Office for Techni 


of the NSBDT end of the House for Technics in Munich. 


& question 10: What amount of iron-contingent was approximately assigned in spring 


Answer 10: 


Question: 


2) production of ammunition, 
t) production 
c) production tanks, 
d) vroduction of airplanes, 
production of wershinds 
production of general equioment for the Armed Forces 
without the preparations of the factories, and how much 
iron wes altogether distributed in this perivd? 
Ammunition aporox 465,000 tons 
Arms " 100, 000 n 
160,000 
Airplanes 100,000 
Shidconstruction 100, 000 
General armed Forces 180, 000 
Equipment pi Sock 
(without signal equipment 1,105,000 
total contingent 2,560,000 
Mr. BURDELL's crossexamination? 


What do you understand under "self-responsibility of the industry"? 
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Answer: The Ministry for Armament and War Production under tho direction 
of Dr. TODT as well as esvecially after SPEER's appointment was 
a 
ordered by Adolf H7TLER to lesd the armament in/more extensive 
wey than up to that time not by officials and military agencies, 
but by individuals connected with industry. This is how the system 
called "Responsibility of the German Industry" came about. Thousands 
of honorary assistants were le2ding the different groups of produc- 


tion, remaining in their respective vositions. This measure lod 


to an increase of production which wes previously believed to be 


w impossible even in the plans of the military agencies. 


Question: Did the number of workers increase after SPHER's appointment or did 
it decrease? 
The number of workers increased, but not in proportion to production. 
The figures may be given as follows: 
Beginning 1942 
army 1.7 millions 


Lene 


0.6 0.5 


4.0 4.9 millions 


the number of workers increased only approxinately 900,000, 
the production incre:sed approximately fivefold during the 
period of time. 
Where did the workers come from? 
The allotments procured throuch SAUCKEL, came from severate mobiliza- 
tions, at first partly from tussia, then from the first mobilization 


of German reserves in the spring of 1943, then after 





Question: 


answer: 
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the capitulation of Italy, and at last from the second mobiligation 
of German reserves which took place in August 1944. The number of 
PW workers was relativoly small and figured according to my recol- 


lection ater 1942 at about 100,000. The figures quoted only concern 


fectorics under the supervision of tho armament inspectorates and 


therefore not the over-all production under the jurisdiction of the 
ministry, nevertheless, they include a number of industries which 
did not deal with armament production directly, such as electro- 
technics, general equinment etc. 

In judiging the figures, it is to be regarded that in the course 

of the war, the methods of supervision of industries has been changed 
several times, the number of factories under the jurisdiction of the 
armament inspectorates largely increased since the classificstion 
between Regional Economic Office and srmament insvectorates chonzed 
several times and was hendled differently. - Thus, e.g. workers 
employed in the aa gun production appeared under the airforce workers 
end later under army labor. 

Is it correct that a number of these workers came from Franco? 

The number of workers who came from France wore included therein. 

On this subject, records are evailable conesrning disputes between 
SAUCKEL and SPEER where SPEER refused to recruit workers from FRANCE, 
because they were only taken from the production there. In Avril 
1944, it was fixed in a meeting with Adolf FITLER that we did not 
want to recruit any labor from "RalYCE since by reasonable grounds 
production orders were allocated th-reto. 

I may suggest thet I cannot give any exa statements as to labor 
matters sinee I had nothing to do with it. But Mr. FAUER and 

Mr. SCHMELTER are able to do it. In the records located here, 


er) 


numerous exact files and transcripts of sessions with SAUCKEL can 


be found. 


Certified true copy: 

s/ Dr. Hans FLAECHSNER 

t/ Dr. Hans TLAECHSNER 
attorney-at-Law. 
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SPEER DOCHMENT WO. 55 page 148 
SPEER Exhibit Nowccscccceccs 
Tostimony of witness Gorh* rd FRAENK 
taken on behelf of the dofendant 
SPEER, by Dr. Hens FLAECHSNER et 
Interment Cemp 74, Ludwigsburg, on 
4 April 1946, 


Cross—-bx°minstion: Mr. Cherlos S. BU! 


o 
Intorpreter: $ Mr. Wolfgeng THORI 


Dr. FLAECHSNER: 
Mr, THORMANN, do you stato on your oath that 
you will accurately end faithfully intorpret, 
from German into English, tho questions «bout 
to prepounded to this witness and the enswers 
given thoroto ? 


Mr. THORMANN: I do, 

Dr. FLAECHSNER to the witness?! Do you solemnly sweer thet the statomonts 
you are about to make shell bo the truth, the wl 
truth, « i cf %.. and nothing but the trut 
s2 help you God ? 

Witness $ I do. 

Question 1 What position did you heave in the Ministry of SPEER in spring 

1944 ? 
Answer In spring 1944 I was head of the dopartment "Orgenizetion and 
Administration" in the centrel office of the Ministry. 


MTT 


What order did Mr. DORSCH receive from HITLER diroctly during 
SPEDR's illness, and how far wes SPER concorned with that 
matter end whet wes his attitude with regard to it? 

Answer 2 HITLER wanted to shift manufacture of air ermenont, perticularl 
the manufacture of motors end parts to nowly provided bomb—proc 
concrete bildings. SPXNR pointed out thet noithor the necessar 
building ETETE nor the labor needed for such an extensive 
building program wero available and asido from this giving 
absolute priority to this program would soriously imperil 
Pll othor construction including thet for the removal of damage 
from eir. 

During SPEER's illness DORSCH made designs for air arnement 
buildings planned by HITLER, solectod buildings sitos fevor’ bly 
loes.ted es regards trensportetion end procurement of building 
materials, and without SPEiR's knowledge obt*ined an intorviow 


with GOERING on these quostions. 
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Ostensibly GOERING was fillod with onthusiesm for DORSCH's 
plans, made a report to HITLER about it, and errengod en interview for 
DORSCH with HITLER, HITLER also epproved tho proposfls and ordored DORSCH 


end GODRING to hold e conforenco in Borchtosgecon with 211 dop-rtments 


concornod to detormine tho projects and to olimin to ell onsuing difficultie 
to 
In doing so HITLER medo DORSCH personn: lly rosponsible/hin (HITLER) for the 


construction of tho buildings, particularly for keoping within tho limits 

of tinc., SPEER, as tho Commissionor Genoral for the regulation of constructi 
was to bo instructod to fulfil all derends made by DORSCH for the execution 
of this progren. Up to this point SPEER wes complotely left out of the whole 


metter, All these conferences were held withcut including or informing SPHEE 


What did SPEER went to do *s the result of this order and with whet mission 
did ho sond you to Berchtesgaden ? 
At that time SPEER told me that in cese of such en ordor by HITLER, he would 
refuse further responsibility for construction, DORSCH should tako over 
this task becuse he hed a strong »rbdition in this Ciroction snywy. S 
wrote a ceteilod momors.ndum to HITLER, once more elaborating on the sir 
armament construction procram plinned by HITLER end GOLR IG ans asked HITLER 
in case the progrem was m°intéined, to reliovo hin of tho responsibility for 
all construction anc to entrust Mr. DORSCH with the oxceution of the same. 
Q. 63 Do you know HITLER's letter to SPUIR concorning this mattor? 
A. 6:Y8sHITLER's lottor to SPIER of 21 April 1944 is know to me, I havo here e copy 
of tho first draft sont by HITLER to SPEER end this lottor gavo rise to 


the memo propered by SPEER which I roferrod to above 
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as being a detailed memorandum to HITLER by SPEER elaborating on the air, 
armament construction program planned by HITLER end GORING end esking HITLER 
in case the program wes maintained, to relieve him of the responsibility for 


all construction and to entrust Mr. DORSCH with the execution of tho seme. 


Mr. BURDELL: 

jot At this time, what was DORSCH'S position in the Ministry? 
DORSCH wes EXSéUfive undor SPIR of tho OT. 
Cah you tell us how you got ell your information about this wholo problen? 
Was it through conversations with SPEDR chiofly thet you got your information i 
Yos, SPEIR was recovering in Meren and he called mo on Sunday ovoning at 2230 
at my house, and he told me that I should be in Moran on Tuesdey noon. He calle 
again one hour leter and told me to be thoro on Mon 
Can you ssy thet precticelly «11 of your information about this whole problem 
came from SPEER personally ? 
Yose 
Wheat was the principal reason thet SPEIR was aceinst this undoreround 
construction ? 
Beesuse he thought that tho execution of this construction as dosired by HITLEL 
and GOERING would end:ngor the rost of all the construction progrem. 
Cen you toll us approximtely when the discussions about the thing started ? 
Not the construction, but the whole discussion about it which lod up to this 


letter of HITLGR's ? 


That must have beon 3 or 4 weeks before tho letter. 
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You said thet as a result of those probloms or đisagrecoments SPEER felt 
that he would just es soon resign, Is that correct ? is thet whet you szi 
Yos, Under these conditicns SPEER would not have cocporetod. 

Wes that the only rozson thet you know of for SPiER's wish to resisn ? 
There were many differonces with DORSCH, Already when SPEIR was in tho 
hospital at Hohenlychon he sent * letter to HITLIR in which ho complained 
about the disloyalty of DORSCH. 

Aside from these differences with DORSCH do you know of any other reeson 
that SPEER wished to resign ? 

Leteron also again aftor HITLER issued the order about the "scorched 
earth", 

Are those the only things which you know of whet led to SPER!s wish 

to resign? 

As fer es I know, yes. 

Wes this job of constructing tho underground plents ever started end fini 
They wero supposed to have been pertis lly completed. as fer as I know 
they havo not beon completed. 

Under whose direction wes the construction which was done on thon, carric 
on ? 


Under DORSCH, and under DOKSCH, in turn, were lccal co 
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In connection with the construction of this project, did DORSCH continue to 
be subordinete to SPER ? 

Yes, 

So thet dospito sll the arguments end disagreements thero wore about-it, the 


project wes nevortholess carried on under the authority of SEIR ? 


Jre FLAICHSIIR: 


det 


Is it truco thet this project of the construction of fighter planes was discussed 
end carriod out in the second pert of 1943 -ftor heavy bomberdnonts ? 

I know thet epproximately from this timo on those idess wore expressed. How 

far it was cerriod out pr-ctically, I do not know, 

In order not to have any misunderst-ndings, these discussions in Berchtesgaden 
were cerried out mainly by you, thet is to s2y as long es tit does not concern 


the personel telk of SPEIR with HITLER? 


My activity in Berchtesgaden wes limited to forwarding the memo of SPEER to 


BORMANN so that it could be ” presented to HITLER, And it alsowes limitod to 
instruct Milch end Saur, both of whom were in Berchtesgaden, end whe in thoir 


turn, talked about this question with HITLER, and who causo HITLER to roceive 


Cortified truce copy. 


s/ Dr, HANS FLAJCHSNER 
t/ Dr. HANS F7AUCHSNER 


(Attorney-at-law) 
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SPEER Exhibit Noe eescecee 
Excerpt from: k 
Testimony of Walter ROHLAND, taken at Nurnberg, 
20 May, 1946, looo to 122 i by Charles S, BURDELL, 
Intorrogator, Also present Dr, Hans FLAECHSNER, 
Jan Pe CHARMATZ, Theodore LIT, Interpreter. 


Mr. BURDELL to the witness: 


M Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
? 


truth and nothing but the truthg so help you God, 
L do, 
Dr. FLAECHSNER 


Question lẹ In the ministry of SPER, you were honoyary director 
of the Department Steel Production and deputy of the Plenipotentiary 
for Armament Industry in the Rhinee Ruhr territory, You were 


present at the Gauleiter convention in the summer o: 1943, at 


and his 


which demands were made by 


Answer 1, This matter concerns itself with the Gavleiter convention 


“ 


of October 6, 1943, SPE&: pointed out especially the seriousness 
of the situation and stated that such depended upon she political 


leadership and its understanding, With his associates, he sub=- 


mitted the following requests: a) Mobilization of German labor, 
including women, b) Restrictions in the manufacture of civilian 


goods and the transfer of same outside Germany. c) The use of 


$ 


oreigners is and will remain an emergenc yy measure, Looked at 
from the point of view of nourishment, it is a burden, becaus 
in addition to the lodging for foreigners in the first place, 
specific calories must bs provided for thom in order that they 
might produce anything. Supplemantay calorics were ne scessary in 


order to reach the goal of subsequent production, Before suppLles 


¢ 


mentary forcigners are brought into the Reich, the German labor 


reserve in the form of women and men, not employed in work necessary 


¢ 


to the war, 
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should be completely utilized from trades and from ovorestaffed 


administration offices to the last German capable of work, In 


this, it is necessary tuat foreizners be brought into 


in all cases, Sufficicnt nourishenment, decent lodging etc, 


be assured inasmuch as only under those conditions can 


+ + 


work be guaranteede SPEER, with emphasis » pointed 


3 


connection the remarkable exemple which England and 
in this connection, 
conmeations which took place and I was present at one which 


took place on 6 October 1943, 


Question 4, Which demands were made by SPEER and yourself follow- 
ing a discussion with HITLER and why did these 

Answer 4, Following dis sio with Adolf HITLER similar demands 
were made whereby in particul: he overestaffing of the 2dministrax 
tive and party-posts and the oxtreme production of consumer goods 


for daily use was criticized 


included the 
elimination 
Suggestions were mede for the decrease 


consolidati 


this connection the fact that the doing away of party offices 


was not yet carried through e menti he expenditures 


the considerable expence amounts, (Bygantinism) the cmployment of 


yne 
Germans for the special 1 s of the political offices and demand= 


EEEN a COEL, e 7 
SALPUCLCULALY DY 


political lead 





not but in dc 


only in words, 


duce, mole through t 


an exar 
seemed to be the situation at that 


i 
if prinetate that the 


‘ 


Hitlor sdmitte 


people 
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il 


who had to pro- 


sia 
vélik 


.ch in no way 


however, the committment of waman labor insofar as 


his own feclings werc 


aduinistrativce cmployees could still 


in the shops and could not belicv 


would cble to do any cffertiv 


no way did crit: 


Lea S come 


On the 


following day, the Gaulciters 


HITLER and put forth their own point 


by their personal 


ILENCS» 


explanation for the negative 


the following might be oned, AS a 


able cours 


in the necessity of carrying 


applied in particular as to 


of consumers nocds, There prevailed 


the SPE 


all demands of l Ministry and of 


zations of industry, combined with the 


went 
entary work 


Some reproached him with the 


for reason of comfort or conv enien 


skilled Lites. hereby sabotagi 


ng 
rements repor 


Mae P bh Aa a tne ase S aas 
Most of the Gaulciters were obsesse 


desire for power, They, and their 


grounds, opposed every un 


emsclves trying anythi 


trying any kind of measures 


+ n 
Luters 


and their own persons, 


concerned and could not believe tha 


then 


OL Vi.cw ’ 


result 


popular measure anc 


LIE 


the 


thing of volune 


collar workers 


ahanta 
Vil 


facti workers, In 


e~ 


© 


sclvc 


a 


called on Adolf 


1was 


conditioned 


Peper i Uae ese, 
TELVUaAC 


of the favo 


lye 


7 


no one believed 


ar s Thi S 


and the reduction 


azainst 


Muinistrative organis 


4. aol Ise € ~rdt P +. }, 
atest disrespect of the 


À 
the 
iiv 


demand of 


rs w no longer taken 


that the industriales 


mselvcs the 


+ 


ciyy also that 


rated in every re 


ambition and 


out of 


‘Sy 


were in no 


} 


the good of the whole 


were not favorable 
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In this connection, they found at that tinc particular support from 
BORMANN and also fron Adolf HITLER, 

The point of view of the auleitcrs was conditioned by the basic 
attititude that the demands placed by SPEER for a total war would 


weaken the resistence power of the people, 


Question 5, You worked wi Gh if on the prevention of the destruction 
projects, ‘What circles represented a serious danger inasmuch as 
they might carry out HITLERts orders and what were the objectives 
in pa rticular? 
answer 5e With the increasing denger of the occupation of German 
territory, there arose in th: highest party posts (BORMANN), with 
considerable number of Greul ers and in the posts of the SS, the 
f a Boorched carth policy which would have meant complete 
destruction of 211 valuable things after the Russian model, 


In September 1944 corre sponding regulations were submitted to the 


Gauleiters of the Bast by BORMANN, SPEER and his associates stood 


knowledge, that in the 
a consequence did 
se of the nati on, which ir 
ship had carried out its decisions in an inconecivable manner, 
SPEER had the point of vie Wa consequent]: hat it was his duty 


everything for this nation for whom he had : great respect 


do everything to maintain the pos ibilitics of life even 


the war was lost, Motto: Maintenance of Substance) 


m September 1944 X f view stood in sharpest 
Opposition to cach oth whereby the thought of com plete evacuation 
nd of the scorched earth plan was partially represented in the west 


by Gauleiter SIMON ( Mosc sLland), GROHE (Cologne) and FLORIAN 


(Duesseldorf) and their political offices, 
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Under the slogan, the war is only to be won if the occupied industrial 
once again to be conquer: əd and this had meaning only if 


we are able once again to put industry into operation, SPEER and his 


associates did everything suc ecessfully under the slogan, People 


} 


must work right up to the period before the occupation by the encry e 
At the same time, the complete evacuation with all its 
was completely Limited, 
On the basis of HITLER's > Of March 19, 1945, this was in 
final analysis HITLER's snsw. >o SPEER! s of Merch 15, 1945 
which left the p of view of BORMANN an he Gauleiters comp 
fulfilled, The danger reached its highest point inasmuch as the 
power to issue decrees, rog garding these activitics, now went over 
political bureau. In the west, it was again the abovee 
mentioned Gnulciters who nov sought to destroy everything including 
the agricultural installations ESSMANN, ESSEN, HOFFMAN 
DORTMUND were more 


was finally allicd wi 


Question 6, Which measures were arried o by SPEER end yourself 
in order to prevent the execution 
reh 1945 the 
Gaus Moselhand 

Through corresponding regulations 

Luxembourg and Saar wero rescued, 

At the appoi ent of Dr, VOEGLER in November 1944 as Plenipotentiary 
General for the Armamen e Rhein/i uhr-territory, SPEER expressed 
clearly his attitude toward these questions to ail the Ruhr experts 


therc, The consequence 


ie oo os. teen tty La win i a ant 3 a P A with appr 
characters gathered the courage to act in accordance with SPEER! S 
& & 


point of vicve 
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On 27 February 19/3, SPEER discussed in small circles in the 


AY 


Schloss Lendsborg/Ruhr, details for the corresponding measures 


to be taken in the Ruhr arca, among other things taking care of the 
population, (Re-arding nutrition taking precedence over production 


and armanent measures), The SPEER Ministry placed tommysuns at the 


Gal bf his oclatos 
dis sp Sa DL NLS ASS CLALCS e 


The Fuchrerts dcerce of 19 March 1945 reached SPEER when he was 
to the west in Kessclringts headcuarters, He interrupted 


attempt to cficct contrery 
Gs in Berlin, Inasmuch 


had increased considerably, I requested 


x 
Í 


to the Ruhr 


arrived the night of 24/25 March 1945 and on that very night 


following was brought about e 1) Dircetives we 


m a any a 
explosi VCS and ruse 


} 
ned 
IIM 


for cxplosive units be provented, 2nd 2) The ady prepared 


Withdrawn, General 


EES Lychee) ag 
Of SPEER end particulas 


decrecs of 19 March 1945 


After SPEER returnca ti O Berlin, he achicved now corm csponding en- 
2 » 


actment regulations on 20 March 1945, Truc these regulations s 


these oxtrone measures = could bo thwarthed through legal measures, 


Despite this, the Gauleiters 


held to result of the 


aprene 


OPER atid his close associates just as in the weat 


industrial institutions and su ply institutions were to 


cxtent saved from total destru 


Question 8 Which conversations did SPEER have with yo necerning 


the meaning of his tabk in this peri a 


od, a 


formerly take in political Questions? 
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Answer 8, I had the first general conversation concerning the scriouse 


ness of the situation shortly before the meeting of Posen (October 


during which SPEER with the utmost frankness colled attention 
danger of an unfavorable end of the 
During SPESRIs sickness s I had a second conversation with SPEER 
(about the middle of March, 1944 ing which, fcr the first time 
the hopelessness of 
of the now ofm-raids and the idea of the maintainir 
1c: lafoe of the 
In connection with 


ive for all our actions, 


) 


When in June 1944, duc to various reasons, I put ot SPEERts di 
I occupied as my share of the responsibility 


A ‘Ole . I ehn POC TSA ly Aurine this 
ACC LELCG Ti j! VELO y UUE LIIS onis 


men of the 


an 
understanding orranged with the enemy powers So long 

as thero existed a spark of hope to circumvent the dreadful alters 
native of unconditional surrender 

decentminded 


thing for 


Further dis 


in nan r Annt narm ryt 
in carly Soptember of 
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It was here that the controversy between SPEER and the high command 
tflligod itself even morc sharply. He was of the opinion that 
even ct this critical moment preciscly the thotightful men, disregard- 
ing their own danger, should stand by him in his fight against the 

totally blinded in its radicalism, The foolish idea 
depriving the German people after a lost war of the possibility 
future cxistence by destroying themselves should be avoided 


all cost. 


? 


Apart from the short discussion concerning the conference in Poseny 


(October 1943) SPER, since 1944, has not discus any political 


uss ed 


questions with me. Only tho istantly g z realization of an 


unfavorable outcome of the war and the resulting attitude of the 
adhered= 
cconomie proolems caused 


G 


r conscic nbtious 


carrying 


sa 


11d tha 
4 


questions of th 


Did SPESRI s 


Answer 9, 


NCTC y 


ad the 


anh fan ie m ` 
ony IınīiLuence 


this labor force (Women, foreign workers ctce)» 
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Mre BURDELL: 


You said that the SPEER Ministry had nothing to do with 


the procurement of these workers or the eomposition of sanc, or the 


type of work that th ey we ould se that they were obtaincd by SAUCKEL, 
It is true, is it n ot, thet the SPEER Minie try knew quite well that 
ICKZL was gotting a great y io ej workers from abroad and 
occupicd territori 
Answers Yes, I knew that, 
a matter of fact, SPEER 
pied territories whose function 


oO 


with SAUCKEL or 


DPD 
OL or 


Question: You said that SPER 
fõrcign workers and actually he wanted to use Cerme workers because 
‘oblem of feeding foreign workers was so grea Is that 
correct? 
Answer; Mre SPEER was in principle opposed to the use of foreign 
because he was of the opinior 
Gorman workers to 
into the occupied ter itorics a set-up 
production o onsumer civilian, necds, 
Actually, was there some heavy work in Gc rmany, such as 


and 
coal mining steel production for which there was no German labor 


available? 


‘Answer: It would have been possible to transfer a considerable amount 


of German workers from other in idustrics into these heavy industrics, 
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Question; Women did not do this work, could thoy? 
Answer; They could be used in the stecl industrie, The argument 
was raised that in the first World War 16% of the employees were 
composed of women and in this war there wore 5% and then only 7% 
woncn employees, 
Questions Is it not actually true that the draft conscription 

i 
ercated a terrific shortage insofar as German workers were concerned, 
particularly in the heavy industrics? 
Answer: There was no question that the draft conscription did nave 
on effect on the over-all production, becouse the substitute staffs 
head to be taught, 
Questions Was it not true that there was a considerable shortage of 


specialists or skilled workers in Germany? 


Answer; a long time we were opposed to the induction of these 


skilled workers = at the beginning successfully, but especially 


could no longer oppose the cons 


y ask for specialists 


led workers from abrozd 


: 


answer; I can give no direct information én this point as I did 


iot work directly in the Ministry, 


« 


For sll you know, the SPEER Ministry may in some 
d p] J 
have acthusl.ly asked for forcign work 


Answerg I cannot answer that questione 


Qucstions In other words, you dan!t know if the Ministry in some 


for foreign workers? 


ee hws 


Answer; In general, it did not, but I could not tes 


might have happened in the case of specialists, 





Question: You did not make the roques 


you? 


answer: No = never 


Questions You w 


were you? 


Answer: No, 


y 
4 


Question: ctunlly you have no 


e tapen y naor nY wel Oy 
be tween SCH ALLAR ana SAUCKEL? 


Answers No, 


a 


Questions As a matter of fact, you he 


mocti ng in Octobe Dy 1943, the 


would 


ana 


Answors As a final emergency, ji 


Questions not SPERI sS 


Achually it was 


workers it was 


all rig 


ssums sO, 


Answers: 


+ RAL COTTE 
Dre g LAG SM Lore S 


ine 


objects to the 
personal opinion 


opinion about SPEER!s opinione 


Mr. BURDELL: 


Question: ‘hat was function of 


Ft 


Answers The task these commissions 


SE ee ee cae a 
CHULCPoOrLses cr 


this committees 
labor 


correct and the 


as the manpower existed, 


ere never present when 


TH 
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ts to SAUCKEL yourself, did 
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SCHMELTER made the request, 


knowledge of what went 


>“ 


R hinself, 


JP 


> sds 


ard re) 


usc of 


heard the 


arawhon foreign 


DO 


He. -to 


nm because the 


only 


The witness was asked his 


se Bedarfspruefungskonnissi 


ands 


/ 


Me l ee 
7 actu: Ly were necesse 


” 


att eee 
ee ivy 


APY y 


ace 


agencies, so 


forth were 


demands insofar 
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Questions hat was the sense of this cntirc comission? 
es Saree 1 


answer: To control tho rogquironents of the Jonsnde, This control 


wes dome before the allocation was cffectcd by Berline 


Question: hot was the purpose of thatcorittce for; even before 


Groin made his demands, they were fulfillec if the necessxry m 
power was there, What was the reason for it? 
answers; The purpose was that they doubted these requirements and 
wanted to control them, 
You say it was a politiccl 
wanted to eontrol then? 

the representatives of the Aurmamcnt Inspector and 

there were represontatives of the Geulciters, 
Question: who hed the deciding vote in that 


the rro si de 
+), 


answer: ot say, but I think the representative of 


Office, 


Certificd true cxcerpt 
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T Trr ° ONT 7 
ONS Phir CHK NUD 


t/Dr. Hans FLASCHGNER 
Attorney at Law 
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SPER Recument Speer Exhibit No .,cvcccccoe 
LER EET TN 

Excerpt from 

Testinony of witness Annemarie KHIPF, taken on 
behalf of the Defendant SPOTR, by Dr. Yans 
Flaechsner at Kransberg, Germany on 3 April 
1946, 

Interpreter: Mr, Wolfgang Thormann 


Cross-Hxanination: Mr, Charles S. Burdell, OUSCC, 
Witness and interpreter duly swern in, 
Dr, Flarchsner: 
Question 1,) What was your position in the Ministry of Speer ? 
Answer 1,) Since he became General Building Inspector for the Reich Capital - 


the spring of 1937 - I have been his personal secretary, and when he 


& became Reich Minister for Armament and Amnunition in Febr, 1942, Iwas 


taken into the new ministry in the sone capacity, 
Question 3%, ) From when to when wag Speer sick and to what extent was he incap- 
acitated to fulfil his Auty during this time ? 

Answer 3.) He was sick from the nidd@le of January to about the middle of May 
15", While it was impossible in the beginning bd zive brief sum- 
naries about official matters by his closest assi stants, his con- 
dition became so much worse in the beginning of February that upon 
the doctor's orders all visits had to be stopped, In the middle of 
March it became possible to transport hin fron Echen}ynchen to Meran. 
The recuperation also proceeded here very slowly, The attempt to 
restore official communication with Berlin for current matters fail- 
ed because it wes impossible to take up regular activity on account 
of constant relapses, 


Mr, Speer returned to Berlin about the middle of May 194), 





Question L.) 


Answer !t,) 


Question 5.) 


Answer 5,) 


Question 6,) 


Answer 6.) 


Question 7, ) 


Answer 7, ) 
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Did he participate in 

a) the meeting of the central planning board of February 194b 

b) " " " " " n " " March 194k} 

c) Hitler's conference of March 1944 

d) Hitler's conference of 7 April 1944 9 

No, Mr, Speer did not participate in any of these meetings, 

Was the text of the transcripts of the two meetings of the central 
planning board shown to him during or after his illness ? 

Certainly not during his illness, As far as I can remember, Speer 
did not read them after his retum, 

Was Speer against construction of £f fighter plane plants for which 
orders were given to Dorsch by Hitler in the middle of April ? 

Did Specr, through his assistant Fraenk, offer to resign snd do 
you renenber the contents of the telephone conversation with 
Goering 7 

During the different conversations at which I was present, Speer 
spoke to his assistants and partly to me with uneauivocal soveri ty 
against carrying out this order, Several telephone calls took place 
in this matter, among others with Below as intermediary between 
Spoer and Fitler, When he did not succeed in cancelling this order, 
one of his old assistants, Dr, Frnenk was finally charged to take 
Speer's offer to resign to Obersalzberg, 

Did Himmler send a notice &ccording to which Speer was admitted to 
the SS as an SS man, or that he belongs to his personal staff and 
why did you have to know about that ? 

No, such a notice wns not sent, As personal secretary, I had know. 
ledge of all private and personal matters, and took care of them 
myself, Already during his work as an architect, the attempt was 
made to admit Speer with an honorary rank, Mr. Speer declined to 


become a member of the S§ or to accent an honorary rank, 





Question 8.) 


Answer 8,) 


Question 9,) 


Answor 9.) 


Question 10) 


Answer 10) 
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Was Speer a member of the SA or NSKE and at what rank ? 

The TEK listed hin as simple NSKK man, He also declined here to 
accept an honorary rank, 

Sy whom and where was Speer invited to a conference a few days Dem 
fore 20 July, and why dia Speer not accept this invitation ? 

On 17 or 18 July, Mr, Spec> was invited by the Chief of Staff General 
Froma, Colonel Fennes, to an urgent personal meeting with Fromm on 
20 July at 14,00 if I renenber right, Throuch the events of 20 July 
and after publication of the projected list of ministers with Mr, 
Speer on it, the significance of this invitation became only sub- 
sequently known to us, 

What measures of Speer are known to you to secure the possibility of 
life for the people, and what was the personal attitude of Speer in 
this natter ? 

Mr, Specr was against the mensures of Aestruction, From reports 
which he dictated to me, I did know that according to his opinion 

a successful military conclusion of the war since the midjle of 10 
wag impossible, and that the effect of this destruction had to hit 
first of all the Geman people, 

As chief Secretary in the office of the ministry I had the opportun 
ity to follow fron the bezinning this measure till it reached the 
Clinax of open rebellion against the orders of the Fuchrer refording 
the question of paralysis and destruction, I was acquainted with im- 
portant documents for Mr, Speer as well as his written orders which 
especially in this connection were mostly dictated to ne personnally, 
Also, menoranda written at the end of his travels by his liaison offi 
cer, First Liecuterant von Poser, about the instructions issued on 
these trips and the contents of the talks given by hin, became 
familiar: to me, ag far ns they did not serve anyway as basis for his 


own dictated travle renorts. 
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During this time there were often talks Between Mr, Speer and me 
about his intentions and the measures considered necessary by him, 
especially since I was also familiar with the contrary instruction 
of the Fuchrer, The events of this time of convulsion left a deep 
impression with me, 

4s early as August 19L, Mr, Speer had issued a directive for the 
Balkans to the OT that, if threatened by tho enemy, the mines oper 


ated by them wore not to be destroyed, for the reason that their 


‘use would be of decisive inportance to the enemy, who had suffi- 


ciently large supplies, — The same directive had been issued for 
the industrial installations of France, : 

After Mr. Speor's report, the Fuehrer at first made the decision 
in accordance with his ide® ~ not to carry out any destruction, if 
necessary to cripple then, 

Corresponding orders were given to Plaiser by Mr, Speer for Luxen— 
bourg, the Soar-—terri tory ote, and also for the coal-minine terri- 
tories of Belgium and Holland, 

In Septenber gu . after the danger arose that Gernany might be- 
cone a battle-field = in spite of the existing decision by the 
Fuchrer, the order was issued that, in all areas which had to be 
relinquished to the enemy, mines and industrial installations, ete, 
were to be destroyed, 

Mr, Speer at first tried asain to have the orders, already issued 
altered, or rather, he himself issued appropriate directives to all 
authorities under his Jurisdiction not to carry out any destruction 
under any circumstances, 

As the Fuchrer firmly believed that the lost territories could be 
refrained, Mr, Speer once more succceded in obtaining the consent 

of the Fuehrer for changing the directives from destruction to: 
crippling by stressing the pointlessness of regaining these terri- 
tories if even we could not use them any more owing to the destruct. 
ion, It was brought about that this decision was transmitted ina 
teletype, drafted by Speer via Bormann to all Gauleiters in the West 
directly afterwards to the threatened Gaus in the Fast and also ag 


& precausion to the Southern Gaus, Holland and the Northern Gaus, 
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Nevertheless, the OKY arain demanded the destruction instead of the 
crippling of the mines, when in December, the Saar-térritory was 
threatened, Mr, Speer , without asiine the Fuehrer, immediately 
issued a new order, in form of a Fuchrer decision, forbidding the 
destruction and recefvecd his consent, afterwards, 

At the same tine, Mr, Speer nade the offer to State Secre tary 
Riecke or Reich Minister Backe fron the Ministry of Food, to place 
the euarantee of the food supplies before the armament tasks and 
issued corresponding directives for supplying power and coal, 

When Mr, Speer took over the direction of the newly founded staff 
for traffic in Februnry, one of the first measures he took was fix- 
ing the priority of goods to be transported and he placed fona 
supplies first, far ahond of armament supplies, Again corresponde 
inz directives were issucd to all authorities concernine the prior. 
ity of food supplics, over enythin’ else, including armaments., Mr, 
Speer issucd the order to the OT that food-producing concerns, dam 
aged by air-nttacks were to be repaired first, 

Malzacher, when he was made Plenipotentiary for Armaments was also 


told by him to act in all tho territories nlaced under his juris. 


diction (Bohemia, Slovakia, Hungary, and Upper Silesia) accordine 


to his general flirections, During this trip, it was also decided 

in Arny Group South, that the Hungnrian mineral oil areas were only 
to be crippled, At Army Group Scho erner, he had, on a previous trip, 
already obtained the promise that the Blechhanner and Heydebreck 
hydrozenation plants should be maintained 

At the end of February, Mr, Speer again wont into the Ruhr territory 
and there determined in detail the security measures which were to 


be taken, 
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As Mr, Spears power of influence with regard to saving bridges was 
negligible, he drew up a corresponding draft of a decree to which 
Guderian consenteds Field Marshl Keitel, however, did not sien it 
without the consent of the Fuchrer, Guderian spoke in favor of it t 
the FPuehrer; the decree however, was rejected, 

Mr, Speer, with an unequivocal report to the Fuehrer on 15 March, 
concerning the situation again tried to bring about zeneral measure 


for the maintenance of the people's means of existance, 
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In this connection he made various sucgestions for decrees to spare 
railroad and bridge installations and to forbid the desturction of 
industrial plants, 

As Mr, Speer told us on the sane evening, the Fuchrer took the re- 
port and replied he would answer hin in this case in writing, Mr, 
Speer was under the impression that the Fuehrer knew about the con 
tents which he talked about to a rather large circlo, 

During the same nicht, Mr, Speer went to the West in order to influ- 


ence the Gauleiters there not to execute the ordery issued in the 


meantime, to evacuate the population from the areas threatened by 
of 
the enemy, At the instigation/Mr, Speer, a trip in the West had 


been made shortly before by Dr, Hupfaucr with the knowledge of the 
Ministry of Food and the Party Chanceltusy, during which the unanimo' 
decision wes reached with the Gauleiters concerned, that an evacua- 
tion of these areas could and must under no circumstances be carried 
through, Against this, the total evacw.tion was decreed by order 
of the Fuechrer, 

On this trip, the Fuehrer's order for total d-struction, dated 19 
March, was made whiie the conference with Kesselring was still be ing 
held, This probably was the answer to the opposing demands of Mr, 
Speer, Mr, Speer immediately stopped his trip — he postponed pro~- 
ceeding to the Ruhr, 

Through this Puchrer order dated 19 March, all previous orders were 
cancelled, including those of Mr. Speer, The responsibility for all 
neasures to be taken was transferred to the Gaulciters, It was then 
that Mr. Speer with all means and the most varied reasons necessary 
at the tine, tried to prevent the destruction ordered, because he 
saw in its execution the destruction of the basis of existence of 
the German people,, this probably being the idea of order, 

Malzacher was innediately ordered to Berlin and he promised eat the 
time to take all measures in every case to prevent any destruction, 
Mr, Speer himself again went to the West and into the Ruhr terri tory 


to discuss ftirther measures on the spot with Rohland, Kelohner, 


AL 


Roechline, etc, 
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In conference with Model ana Kesselring, he tried to brine these ale 


so to his way of thinkine, State Secretary Schultze — Fielitz, who 
acconmanic’ hin on this trip, was sent on, after it had started out, 
to the South, the Tyrol ana Vomrlbere in order to acgsuro that the 
bie power plants were saved = if necessary by force, 

The OT had already been instructed to remove 811 explosive supplies 
which were po:sibly stored on the sites in order to save them before 
they were seized by other officials, 

Speer, by exerting his influence on the executive refulations, 
attempted to nullify the orders for destruction, which had been 
issued in the neantine by the Chief of communications and Chief of 
transportation section of the Wehrmacht and called for increasingly 
thorough destruction, 

pon his return fron the Ruhr territory, Speer was ordered to a con- 
ference with the Fuchrer,Recounting the Conference, he spoke more 

or less as follows; Hitler reproached him in that, @ccording to re- 
ports from various Gauleiters and fron Bormann, he no Longer be- 
lieved in a favorable outcome of the war and mes ‘eabotazinz his 
directives, Ho should know that he had everyone guilty of this con- 
denned to death, He would have done this to him also, had he not 
been his artist, Speer replied that he was fully aware of this fact 
in acting thus an‘ asked that norconsiAcration be taken for his 
person, 
He was ready to take the consequence, The war was lost. Hoe would 
not like to be one of those who thought the same way but did not 
have the courage to say so, The Fuehrer wished to send him on leave 
he was overworked, Speer declined this decision, In that situation 
he could not allow himself to be deprived of the opportunity of tak- 
ing resvondibility for what might then be done by others in his 
nane, The Fuechrer,"for reasons of domestic and foreien policy" 
could not decide on dismissing him from his office, The Fuchrer 
attempted to change Speer's opinion and requested his decision by 
the following day, 

Speer wanted to present him with his reasons for his attitude and 


demands in writing, 
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He wrote the answer of 29 March which I have copied by hand, On 
returning fron this renewed conversation, Speer said that the 
Fuchrer refused to accept the written answer, He heA,however, 
been able, after again stating his actunl reasons, to bring the 
Puchrer around to a new order fron Speer's draft, which ws to di 
signed on 30 March and presented the possibility of counteracting 
the plans for destruction, ‘Speer's executive instructions, which 
this order again authorized hin to carry out, were no longer sub- 
about 
mitted to the Fuehrer, There could be no Aouht/ their interpre 
tation, The decree with instructions for execution was forwarded 
to all authorities by every method — wireless, teletype, courier 
etc, In order to help the Fuhr territory Sneer agreed to a neet- 
ine with Seyss-Inquart durine the Faster holi days, which Dr,Hup- 
fauer attended, Speer proposed to eet in touch with the British 
headquarters to negotiate for an exchanze of coal - for Holland - 
for potatoes — for the Ruhr, Seyss-Inquart was in favor of makin, 
that attenpt, At the seme time discussions on a new order with 
Gauleiter Warner, 
In order to preserve bridges and railroa is, Speer, from 5 April 
Onwards, issue individual instructions for various strecohea of 
railroad to his own authorities and those of the Ministry of Tran; 
portation with the text of an OKW-order,-composed by hinsclf and 
siene” by General Winter, ‘The text of this order, as one already 
signed and sent out was forwarded to General Winter himself in th 
forn of a proponed draft, In it, our authorities were instructed 
by virtue of this teletype nessage to inform immediately the 


military authorities of it, 
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Up to the tine of the capitulation, Speer unceasingly endeavoured 
to cppose the lens for total destruction, Starting from Berlin 
he went fron one General to another, in Berlin itself he prevented 
the already prepared blowing up of all even the almost smallest 
bridges. He ensured tho preservation of tho nower~instellations 
at Finkenherd near Berlin, he managed to ret the. promise that the 
preservation of the Miederfinow wet dock installations would be 
ensured, It was possible to restzict the bridec—lowine across 
the Mlhe, At his request General Thomale placed reliable officers 
at his @isposl in order to prevent destructions even in Southern 


Germany, if necessary, by force, 
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A major was sent with a personal note to Beebhauer and then to Mal- 


zacher to assist then, if necessary, In the middle of April Speer 


prepared a radio-speech which was to be published as soon as the 
rattle for Berlin ended and it was to be feared the fisht would con 
tinue to the last nan, This speech ws recorded in the troadcastin 
house in Hanhureg and contained corresponding instructions, Py the 
appointment of Grand Admiral Doenitz as Eitler's successor, it was 
possible to assume the measures demanded in them as legal orders, 
all destruction and crippling to be finally stopped, even in the 
areas still occupied, Wehrwolf activity etc, which ws to be feared 
wis to be stonned, Since the fall of 194! Speer issued instruction 
ordered counter~—orders and directives,one after the other, under- 
took trips, made speeches, day and nicht, in all with the thought 
of preserving the means of the people's existence after the lost we 
greater part of his colleagues were prepared to wndertake the 
¢3 he set them even to the point of riskine their lives, Speer 
of never shrank from openly raising his demands, We feared 
more tuan cnse that his reports to the Fuehrer or his remarks to th 
widest ot ci.cles must lead to his arrest, But this made no im 
pression on him -- he considered it his duty to act thusly. 
Mr, Burdell? 

Question: About these minutes of the Central Planning Board for these meeting 
which Speer did not attend ? Were the minutes sent to his office ? 
No, Mr, Speer was not in office, They were not sent te Meran, ‘the 
orders were to save all this matorial and submit it to him upon his 
return, However, it accumlated so that it was not possible for 


him to see all these ninutes, 





Question: 


Answer}: 
Question: 
Answer} 


Question: 


Answer? 
Question: 
Answer? 
Question: 
Answer? 
Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Question: 


Answer? 
Questions: 
Answer? 


Questions 
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They were however sent from the Central Planning Board to his 
office ? 
Yes, 
Can you say positively that he did not read them 7? 
That would have been just a coincidence. 
2 would like to have an answer to the question, Gan you state 
positively that he did not read then ? 
No, 
Did someone from the Speer Ministry attend these two mectines ? 
Field Marshal Milch, 
What about Mr, Schieber 7 
I cannot say because at that time I was in Meran. 
What about Schnelter and Saur ? 
That is the same thine, I was not in Berlin I cannot Bay, 
Do you know, wh.ther or not after Minister Speer's recovery he 
‘scussed with Field—Marshal Milch the matters which took place 
iwo meetings ? 
Speer's sickness he was informed of the nost im- 


ings by his various officials, but I cannot say any- 


n, he had discussions with Miich ? Is 


ar 


workeñ for Minister Speer for about 8 years? 
Towards the end he took: you into his confidence about many of his 
ideas and 


that right ? 


Yes, 
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Did he ever talk to you about the use of foreicn labor in German 
war plents 7? 

No, 

Did he ever express any objections to you about the use of foreim 
workers in Geruan war plants ? 

No, I have not talked to him about this either, 

His objections to the orders of Hitler ana other representatives 

of the Government were limited vrinc*nally to these destruction 
orders of September 1944, is that correct ? 

There were nany orders that came after that which were much strons- 
er. 

But you are quite sure that he aia not express any objection to you 
Concecnine the use of forcien labor ? 


We have never talked ahout it. 


Dr, Flaechsner: 


Question: 


Answer: 


“ox Speer talked to you about the Sifferences with Sauckel 
We ih guc: 1 awose of ten and we cot to see all the 
2s, but there was never any specific 


> about any of it. 


T1 e eaaa 


Certified true correct 
s/ Dr, Hans Flaechsner 
s/ Dr, Hens Flaechsner 
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Attorney—a t—Law 
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Teshimony of HAINZ GUDERIAN, taken at Hersbruck, 
Germany, 10 May 1946, 1530 to 1630, by 

FLASCHSNER, and Mre Charles &, BURDELL, Interrozatox 
Also present: Mr, Jan F, CHARWATZ, Interpreter, and 
Mre Charles J, 


yr ATITOMT ) 
UL NE 
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Question L, hat was the talk you had with SPHUR in March 1945, which mostly 


concerned the destruction 


concerning the destruction of 
+ < Minister ot 
Ls 
from the Fuchrer in order to avoid si destruction of bridges 
agreed entirely vitl S opinion that only such bridges could 
f the main 
particular we wanted to avoid such destruction 


were necessary for the life of the civilian popula 
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7 


we were co:.cerned mostly with comm nications, bridges, utility plarts, 


concern works, slaughter houses, and other 


for the life of the civilian populetion, 
~an order of tho ehrer which we ta 
kucstion 2e Who ; noca the subseque. t 
buildings rrived at by you an. LER, and 


Sswer 2, Th:se measures concernzd 
ee had to be issued as a Wehrmacté orr, at means for all parts 
armed fore :s Therefore, I hende:.. over the draft to the Col, Ge: 
and asked iim to report to the Fucurer in the sense of my own and 
opinion be ng czpressed. The next day I asked JODL what the Fuchre 
dec? 


wr hhir ANG a My se LI nad 1. ca. rel 3 iL 211rec Qa. r ol ( U the 


Lica 


Generals i ould cxecute an ol $ s he 


ma] 
issued to the Caulcit and the ‘tauleiter: 


destructic as What i about in 


days later HITI. .icned in thir siturtion his dec: e for destruction, hi 
. A HAH : Poe 2p, St ee a, a = F AR d hnd O 
were his re ns l ¢ j dà to that? 

+ 


Answer 3e iscussion about the draft, 


chement wor” asked for a destruction of all buildings., 
so that nothing would be taken by the Gnemy undestroyed, 


Question A, And this 


operation? 


Answer 4, Ys, to 





(Page 178 
of Oris.) 


Question 5e If I understand you correctly, this referred to all theatres of 
operation, such as Norway, Italy, Holland, etc.? 

Answer 5e No, this referred only to Germany, No fights were going on in 
Norway, Italy was included as wç as the Palkans and Holla nd. According 
to my opinion no fighting was going on in Norway, therefore, nothing 
was to he destroved. 

Question 6, I want to ask s supplementary questions, Mr, Witness, whe 
you declare to RIBSENTROP that the war was one-hundred per cent lost, 
and how did HITLER re-act? 


MR BURDELL: I object on the grounds that the answer would be ims 


> Reich or German 
Eastern front, uich took placc in the days from the 12th to the lth of 
Januory, the Corman situation was so bad that for the lack of reserves th 
defense in the cast would be impossible, if the hostilitics with ourr 
weatern opponents would not be stopped immediate The reserves which 
hed for the cast had in November been transferred to the 
used for the defensive in the Ardennes, «hen at Christmas the failure of 


the Ardennes defensive was obvious, I askcd for their return, and 
HITLER declined to do so, Therefore, from a military point of vicw, there 
Llity to stop the Russian offo 
Jenuary when I saw RIBBENTROP, and described to iim this situation, 
asked him to take immediate diplomatic moasures to end either the war in 
à / 
the west, or in the ca and, if possible at all, to end the war entirely 
RIBBENTROP declined to take any steps with the Fuchrer, I remained upon 
my enone ond asked him what he as a forcign minister would do if in 


four weeks the Russiens were to be in Berline He asked me very surpriscd 


if I thought this to be possible at all, 
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wogld 
I only answered him thet I thought this ġo happen for sure in gn to six 


woeks, Nevertheless, RIB 
3 


report my roeguest to the Fuchror, 
riven tc the Fuehrer, he 

Stoff informs the foreign minister 
treason." From this declaration n 


out about the stap I had taken with RIBBE: 


prison I learned thot RIBRENTLOP had sent 


without mentioning 
stion which is 
rti situation of the 
and how it was decided? 


SPEER in de 


down of 


in detail 


NNTROF Cid t ¢ 
A few da ys Later when the mi 


explained, 


i LUK o 


aange his attitude, declining 


© © 


litary 
"Tf the Chief of the Cen 
situation, he comiits 


that HITLER had found 


MCT 


Afterwards when I was in 


Jaat 


a note Ponti: ag to the Fuchre 


not so cĦ1sential, Were you inm- 


L 


ormamcnt 


ae 


production by SPHER, 


tail, and we had frequent and 


the armament vroluction in tuo 


nab Et A A 334" Any 
about the armaments product 


ak 


wcd me his morenda concerning these q ucstions before he 


the: to the Fuehrcere 


mestion 9» Did HITLER according t 
in order to meko transition froi 
Answer 9e It is very hard 
answer, but T 
identified his own 
his ambitions m 
to add that SPEER in his mer 


would like 


1955, wi ed the fiducie 


therefore, could have no doubt that SPEER 


of our armamcntse 


an urgent audience in order to turn over 


personwith the German people e 


to decle'e that this 


sentence several tir 


your opinion continte to 


casier for the people 
Ths is very hard 


nant} 
montns 


7 


HITLIR isthesc drb 
t 


Hi: stubbornicss, ond 


war was Lost. 


noranda in tie intor of L9kL- 


mes; "The war ix loste" 


HITL 


idea tout the stat 


OTRO 


But I mysclf was a witness that SPEER could nt ebtain 


a memorandi, 
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J 


HITLER said, "He wants to toll mo somethin; disagreeable, only I do not 


want to hear it. He should come back c after throes days." SPEER and I 


agreed in January 1945 that the war was Lopty 


Question 10, In Merch 1945 when you had this discussion with SPER, all the 


fichting was practically only in Germany? 


x ” 


Answer 10, Yes, with the exception of Italy 


NTT yy 
U DELL? 


This corveraation you hed with SPAI about the destruction of the 


s 


ives was in Merch 1945, or afterwards, is tt correct? 
In hierch 19453 the L6th or 18th af Marche 


after you thought the war was alread y lost, is thot 


corre 


he not? 
and 
the time y had this conversetion with SPER In Merch 
ractically 2 of the firhting was taking place in 


that true? 
MR BURDELL: I think that 


Certified truc copy e 


Signed: Dr, Hans FLAECHSNER 
Hans Ba CHONG 


tiorncy at Law 
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SPEER Exhibit No. 


Excerpt from; 


Testimony of Witness DIETRICH 
STAHL, taken on behalf of the 
Defendant SPEER, by Dr. Hans 
FLAHCHSNER at Darmstadt, Ger 
many, on 3 April, i946. 
Cross-Examination; / 


Interpreter: lig 
THORS ANN 


Mr. THOR) ANN, do you state on your oath that you will 
accurately and faithfully interpret, from German into 


English, the questions about to be propounded to this 
witness end the answurs given thereto? 
THORMANN 


ua We h . 


FLANCHSNER: o ..tness): Do you solemly swear tat the statements 
you “re about to maiu shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

I doe 
Question: What honorary office * ~e you held in SPEER's liinistry? 


Answer I am an independent mannfacturer and beginning 1l August 1944 


I held the honorary post of Chief of the Munition-Comaittee 


(Hauptausschuss=liuniti nm). From 10 January 1945 on, F 


liaison between SPER and the other departmental chiefs of 
the technical office. A short recount to how I caine to hold 
this honorary position scems essential, since it would throw a 
full light upon the situation and SPEER!'s attitude at that time, 

4, without my agreement during a longer 

spell of SPEER! s lIness, been appointed by the chief of the 
technical office to take over the position of commissary chief 
of th- main department in place of the likewise 
I now proc sedvd tu in an interview with SPIER, who 
that time, been not very well known to me, in order to obtain m 
dismissal, This interview was delayed until beginning of August 
by the confusion that came about through the events of the 20 
July. In this intervicw with SPEER I frankly stated, that I had 
no desire for the position forced upon me, since the duties in r 
own enterprise necessitated my being there and that 
not sufficiently schooled and professionally not suited for the 
task, that furthermore I Mad no backing by the Party but only tk 


greatest difficultic: with the Party. 





Answer 


To my great_st amazement all the 
but a positive effect on SPEER. 


told him, that to my opinion the 


war speedily and 


of the 


same opinion replied 


glance into the 


treated with the grec 


name had appesred on the 
that he g 
order to open the doors of 
party. Nothing would have 


return from his 


prompted by an inner sense of du 


to build a dam in industry, to 


4 aana idon + y1 
insane UC a J Cok 


here I found 

man who judged 

not only the courage 
considered as deadly dangerous t 
decisively, 

Can you tell us, 


February 1945 and 


February 
oruary 


ordered tc 


exact day, wher 


information about expected output 


conclusion of the strictly offic 


situation of tha 


stood in danger of being 


but h 


to hold suc 


m 


10 
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se arguments had not a negative 
Encouraged by this fact I 
most important thing to do 
prolong it foolishly. 


not to 


SPRER and gave 


t time. He told me 


test of suspicion 


new list of Ministers of 


removed from his office 
adicel elements of the 
as not to 


iia 


e hed returned to his office, 
tip to ward off the worst and 


revent from t: sffect this 


destruction of all 


h conversatio 


ut was 


1945, I cannot recall 
see SPEER in 
t of munitions. 


izl business Spr 


me details about his struggle against 
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the senseless measures taken for destruction, the defense of 


strategically abs sOhtely unimportant towns and villages, the Vokkse 
sturm and so on, and expressed his deep regret, that nothing 
sensible and serious was undertaken to end this already lost war. 
SPEER further pointed out, that he thought, BORMAN’, HIMMLER and 
‘OEBBULS were the most radical and dangercus in HITLER's entour- 
age. In the course of this rather long conversation, SPEER, 
inneriios ' agitated said about the following: 

I can no longer bear it and vitness it, that we 


insane leaders. Our people will be completely 


purpose to get rid of a sing: 


© 
. . i . 4 > ` . nn 3 
entire inner circle must go x EER then informed me 
intended to throw poison-gas 
ha £ : 5 = F 3 = = aa s Pe soe $50 E a <a a 
grenades into the openings of the air-raid shelter at the Roich= 
Chancery 


effect it 


I could not to 


promised to enquire surre ptitiously 


the Office for Army-weapons ond to let hin 

my enuuiries, 

I applied to Licutcnant-Colonel Dipl. Ing. SOIKA for inform- 
ation about the existing poison gases and poisonegas-grenades, 
He howsver, could also givo re no definite infor ation, because 
he was equally not well cucugh inforined, The whole subject of 
war gases wes kept very stric ecret. But SOIKA enquired 


about the matter and 
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a few days later, that the solid war gas was broken into very 
small pieces only, when the grenade exploded and did not 
evaporate and cause a fog as liquid war gases do. 
I passed tnis information on to Mr. SPEER in detail and told 
him that, in ay opinion, his plan, for technical reasons, 
could not be carried out or be effective, 
I belive was during the latter half of March, after 
HITLER's last official order of destruction, that I was again 
called to SPER., He told me that he had now thought out 
another plan, HIMMLER, GORBBELS and BORMANN, the three most 
dangerous and pernicious, ! every evening in the 
Reich-Chancery to work out their dinbolicel plans, to pronounce 
the terrible death sentences etc,. During the night air-raids, 
all three left the Reich-Chancery in their cars to thc suburbs 
of Berlin and a moment like this was to be made use of for 
a surprise attcck. He had found several courageous 
were good shots and he himself would deal with one 
three car, 
me the task of getting him submachinc-guns, 

(I believe 12 of them) and the ammunition for them, 

asked for some flare cartridges for illuminati 

to those dropped by airplanes 

and turbulent time; nobody was sure 

of his life anv more and also Mr. SPEER carried from that time on 
aloaded pistol. - I myself had just with the help of SPEER 
maneged to escape a Gestapo-investigation, on account of 


defeatist remerks, 


In April 1945,I made another personal delivery to SPEER of 


automatic pistols, pistols and a great amount of amnuniton,. 





INADA 


H0805-0105 


{Page 185 of orig.) 


Mir. BURDELL: 
Questions You say that this conversation with Minister SPEER took place 
about the middle of Februery 1945? Prior to that 
ESR made eny mention to you of his plans or 
intentions in this connection? 
Answer I answered that in the first question, I did not know 


-p . Para 


Minister SFEER before August 1944. 
Betweon Augsut 1944 and February 1945 did you cot to know 
Minister SP:ER quite well? 

fnswer I had to take over the main committee for munitions. 
And after SPEIR came back I 
me of ny dutics, 
all I had no tics with the NSD&AP. 


had trouble with the 


and thus my acquaintance with SPEER 

come about. was alson man between SPEER ond the various 
other heads of the conmittces in order to prevent the 
destruction order of 15 Scptember 19hk, 

Question: In view of the fact that you only g know SPEER in 1944, 
how docs it 
that it was 

Answer 


mon SPEER had already represented ^ certain 


Certified truc copy 
s/ Dr. HANS FLAECHSNER 


t/ Dr. HANS FLAEC:.SNER 


Attorncy—ateLaw 





Question B$ 


Answer 2s; 


Question Z: 


Answer 33 
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SPEER Document No» ĉO 
SPEER Exhibit No, cescccossoces 
Excerpt fra 
Interrogetion of Karl BRADT, Dacheu, 28 May, 1946. 

-id SPEER tell you that the danger of the employment of war zas 
xisted and when was thet ? 
the question of employnent of war gas wes discussed several times 
y SPEER with ne. 
Jhat was SPEER's opinion on this ? 
SPEIR was of the opinio: thet in any case a war with war cas 
starte from the German part should be provented. It was evident 
for us that, if from any part of tho Gerne% wer leadership an 
E PERT cone tos em; Loying of wer gas,the practical use of 
it should be in any case out, There wore cofferencgg on thet sub- 
ject with SPEER in tht exact form positively in autumn 1944 


and also later in sprin: 1945, 


Question 5: What was SORMANN's official and personal relationship with SPEE 


Answor 5% 


The official and personal relations between Martin BORMANN and 
SPEER were setting worse during the years, It was in the years 
1944 $111 1945 exactly so that Martin BORMANN rejected SPEER in 
particular in his offict.1 position, As I did not talk any more 
to M, BORMANN practically since 1943, I have not learned this fr 
M, OCRMANN himself but I noticed it as an observer ond also 

from the general directives we were getting from Fuehrer 


Headquartorse 


OL 
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SPEER hinself opposed M, BORMANN strengly end endengerod hinsolf 
in thet way very much, The differences caused hich tensions which 
Made the work of SPEER very difficult, because in conformity with 
Me 30H. also a large number of the Geuleiters opposed SPEER 
personally, but at loast his work, In zeneral SPEER who cane 


lets to the Party was declined mentally by the nen of the Party. 


signed Kerl BRANDT 


Dachau, 28 May 1946 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on 28 May, 19-46 


Willian C, CLARK lst Lt,Inf. 
Interpreters Dr, DORTHSIMER 


Certified true copy 


s/ Dre lane FLAECBSNER 
t/ Dr. Hens FLAECHSNER 


Attorney~ajteLaw 
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19 June 1946 


‘We, Be N, WITT, Civ,, 3LL289, ond MARTIN L, LOWEMTHAL, Civ,, D 150848, 


hereby certify that we are thoroughly conversant with the Inglish and German 


languages? and that the above is a true and correct translation of the orig- 


inal doeunent, 
He. M, WITT 
Civ., 344289 


MARTIN L. LOWINTHAL 


Civ,, D 15088 





